KENTUCKY FISH & WILDLIFE COMMISSIONER’S NEWSLETTER

- September 2012

KENTUCKY
=\

g
L& RESOURCES

—VOL.7 NO.9—

Bevins, Teitloff, Glenn appointed to
Fish and Wildlife Commission

G ov. Steve Beshear appointed one new
member and reappointed two others to
the Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Commis-
sion last month.

'The governor appointed Jimmy Bev-
ins of Owen County to represent the Fifth
Fish and Wildlife District. He reappoint-
ed Steve Glenn of Franklin County to
represent the Sixth District and Terry Te-
itloff of Livingston County to represent
the First.

Bevins, Owner/President of Bevins
Motor Company of Georgetown, says he
developed his love of the outdoors while
hunting squirrels with his father in the
hills of Owen County. He earned a degree
in business administration and econom-
ics from Georgetown College. Today, his
company operates John Deere dealerships
in Georgetown, Paris, Richmond and Mt.
Sterling.

Teitloff, beginning his second term
on the Commission, is Vulcan Materials
Company’s, Grand Rivers Quarry, Region-
al Manager of Technical Services for Ken-
tucky, Arkansas and Illinois, Southern and
Gulf Coast Division.

He is a trustee at The Potter’s House
Baptist Worship Center and secretary of
Smithland Masonic Lodge. He is a mem-
ber of Smithland Area Chamber of Com-
merce, Grand Rivers Area Chamber of

INSIDE:

Steve Glenn, Terry Teitloff and Jimmy Bevins were sworn in to the Kentucky Fish and Wildlife

Commission in August.

Commerce, Coalition for the Kentucky
Chambers, Livingston County Democrat-
ic Executive Committee, League of Ken-
tucky Sportsman, National Wild Turkey
Federation, Quail Unlimited and Ducks
Unlimited.

Glenn, who served two years as Com-
mission Chairman, also is beginning his
second term. He has been involved in

New
chairman

Quail
project

bridge repair and construction since 1976.
He serves as superintendent with Judy C.
Harper Construction Company, which
specializes in bridge repair and construc-
tion.

Glenn is a U.S. Navy veteran. He and
his wife, Cheri, enjoy training retrievers,
hunting waterfowl and doves, and crappie
and pan fish fishing.

Letter
to staff
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WE GET MAIL

Letters to the
Commissioner’s Office

'The following email came from Don
Hogan. Mr. Hogan wrote, “Doug and
I went over to the Welch Tract yester-

day and had another good day of hunting.

Probably 20 people were over there and
most got their limits. I can't hit the things
but still had a great day by being able to
have such a good place to go.

I want to commend Scott Ferrell on
the wonderful job he did preparing the
fields this year. Like many people in Cen-
tral Kentucky, public hunts are my only
opportunity to participate and I expe-
rienced the best dove hunt I've ever at-
tended at a WMA and probably one of
the best I've attended period.
Scott’s fields always look great
and when the birds cooperate
you have the kinds of hunts
we had this weekend.

Again, kudos on a great job
by Scott and the Department in
giving us a great place to hunt.”

We received the follow-
ing letter from Sharon Vance,
Double Eagle Chapter of the
NWTFE. “Dear Commission-
er Gassett, our National Wild
Turkey Federation-Dou-
ble Eagle Chapter of George-
town, would like to thank you
and everyone responsible for
allowing us to have our 2012
JAKES DAY at the new Veter-
ans Memorial Wildlife Man-
agement Area on August 4. It
was an excellent site for our
outdoor youth event! The citi-
zens of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky are truly blessed to
have such a beautiful and large
area of land to enjoy.

‘We would like to ex-

tend our Special Thanks to KDFWR Pub-
lic Lands Biologist Dave Frederick, who
took time from his very busy schedule to
meet with us on several occasions, to assist
with the planning process and for accom-
modating our special needs. We also really
appreciate Wildlife Program Coordinator
Derek Beard and WMA technicians San-
dy Wilson and Justin Tinsley, for being so
helpful in the weeks prior to the event.

Please extend our gratitude to Private
Lands Biologist Clay Smitson, and Law
Enforcement Officers Dave Marques,
Rufus Cravens and Chad Rice for sharing
their knowledge and expertise with every-
one as exhibitors. The kids really enjoyed
seeing all their “cool” display items and
learning more about wildlife!

'This year we had 154 kids who par-
ticipated and over 250 adults who attend-
ed. One little boy exclaimed to his mother
about the event, “This is better than Disney

MOUNTJOY RECOGNIZED AFTER
ANNOUNCING PLANS TO RETIRE

Information and Education Division’s George Mountjoy, who has
certified more than 85,000 Hunter Education students in 2,500
Hunter Education courses, announced his plans to retire after 35
years with the department. Mountjoy wrote the original book on how
to do Hunter Education in Kentucky. Commissioner Jon Gassett and
Commission Chairman Stuart Ray recognized Mountjoy by presenting
him with this muzzleloader from the National Rifle Association and a
plaque from the International Hunter Education Association naming
him 2012 Professional of the Year. George plans to retire at the end
of September.

World” THANK YOU ALL for helping
to make our JAKES DAY a huge success
and for giving kids the opportunity to expe-
rience and enjoy the Great Outdoors!”

'The following letter came from Ter-
ri Estes, Farm Bill Biologist. She wrote,

“I would like to express my sincere thanks
to Steven Nally of Washington Coun-
ty and KDFWR for putting on an excel-
lent Mentor Youth Dove hunt! Mr. Nal-
ly went out of his way to ensure everyone
had a safe and enjoyable hunt! I was very
impressed by his hospitality and gener-
ous attitude. His whole family pitched in
and provided fried chicken, cheeseburg-
ers, chips, drinks and cupcakes! His sons
drove hunters and their gear to the field
and even delivered drinks to thirsty hunt-
ers throughout the day.

KDFWRs ability to secure federal
funding via the Voluntary Access Program
(VPA) made this hunt possi-
ble. VPA provided cost share
money to willing landowners
to plant dove fields for pub-
lic use. This program creat-
ed new hunting opportunities
on private land that otherwise
would not be available. I hope
that in the absence of VPA,
KDFWR will be able to con-
tinue fully funding a coopera-
tor dove field leasing program.

'This was my son Tanner’s
first dove hunt and the fields
were loaded with birds. He
had a wonderful time and is
now hooked! Mr. Nally helped
to instill a love for hunting,
nature and the outdoors in
many children that day, in-
cluding my son. At a time
when hunter participation is
declining, Mr. Nally is doing
his part to help create the next
generation of sportsmen and
women. Not only did we take
home doves, we took home a
great memory and a new love
for hunting!”
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Biologists conduct deer herd health checks on three areas

By Gabe Jenkins

Wildlife Division staff conducted
white-tailed deer herd health
checks at Veterans Memorial Wild-
life Management Area (WMA), Big
Rivers WMA and Ft. Knox during
the month of August.

Biologists collected five adult
deer per area for full necropsy to
help assess the overall condition of
the white-tailed deer herd on the
WDMAs. They examine the deer
inside and out, and collect a variety of
samples for analysis and disease sam-
pling. Samples are either analyzed by
staff or submitted to the Southeastern
Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study
(SCWDS) for further examination.

The herd health checks at Veterans
Memorial WMA and Big Rivers WMA
will help establish baseline information
about the herd since both properties
have been recently acquired. Both areas
have scheduled quota hunts this fall and
are open to youth firearm hunting and
archery/crossbow hunting.

Winter/spring surveys determined an
estimated deer density of one deer per 4.4
acres at Veterans Memorial. Staff observed
an extreme browse line on eastern red

cedar trees indicating likely a nutrition-
ally poor deer herd on the area. Big Rivers
WMA had an estimated deer density of
one deer per 8.5 acres. Despite the high
density, they did not observe a browse line.
A herd health check at Ft. Knox in
2000 indicated a deer herd that was in
fair to poor condition because of a high
deer density and lower-quality habitat. Ft.
Knox since increased hunting pressure and
improved habitat. This herd health check

will provide an updated evaluation.

Retirement and a new hire

had Cooke transferred to the KD-

FWR in July of 1989 as a Property
Officer Senior. In November of 1992 Chad
transferred to the Engineering Division
as a F&W Tech I where we were able to
utilize his equipment operating skills to
assist in the construction and maintenance
of state-owned boat ramps and dams.

Chad was promoted through the
F&W Technician series over an eight-year
period where he eventually became the
SUpErvisor over the boat ramp construction

crew in August of 2000. Chad has since

been a big part in the construction of over
20 boat ramps across the state along with
many other projects. Chad officially retired
August 31 to pursue other job opportuni-
ties and we wish him the best in his new
career.

David Cravens is a native of Shelby
County and is currently living in Lexing-
ton. He graduated from high school in
2003, joined the Army and served four
years active duty as a Cavalry Scout. He
later attended Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity and graduated with a B.S. in Wildlife

Deer Biologists David Yancy (right),
Gabe Jenkins (left) and Green River
Region’s Public Lands Biologist
Mike Morton determine the age of
a doe from Big Rivers WMA.

Tina Brunjes photo

Upon completion of all
testing and analyses a report will
be generated summarizing the
results for each area. Results from
the herd health check will help to
better manage the deer herd on
the three areas.

KDFWR staff assisting
included Dr. Tina Brunjes (Deer
and Elk Program Coordinator),
David Yancy (Deer Biologist),
Gabe Jenkins (Deer Biologist),
Dr. Aaron Hecht (Veterinarian),
Elizabeth Danks (CWD Biologist), Caleb
Haymes (Deer and Elk Technician), Derek
Beard (Bluegrass Region Coordinator),
Dave Frederick (Bluegrass Region Public
Lands Biologist), Justin Tinsley (Bluegrass
Region Technician), Craig Jenkins (Blue-
grass Region Technician), Mike Morton
(Green River Public Lands Biologist), Curt
Divine (Higginson-Henry WMA Manag-
er), Matt Young (Green River Technician),
Carrie Blake (Green River Technician) and
Officer Todd Jones (Union County).

Management in December 2011.

In the past he has worked as a sum-
mer intern in 2011 for KDFWR at Clay
WMA. He has also worked as a field
technician for Virginia Tech and the U.S.
Forest Service’s Center for Aquatic Tech-
nology Transfer conducting fish passage
and abundance surveys in streams in the
Daniel Boone National Forest. He was
recently added to the staft at the Center
for Mollusk Conservation at the Forks
of Elkhorn Facility as a Fish & Wildlife
Technician II.



4 KENTUCKY FISH & WILDLIFE COMMISSIONER’S NEWSLETTER

Ray selected chairman of Fish and Wildlife Commission

tuart N. Ray is the

new chairman of the
Kentucky Fish and Wild-
life Commission.

An avid angler, hunt-
er and licensed falconer,
the Louisville business-
man was elected in June
by his fellow Commission
members and chaired his
first meeting August 17.

Ray was appointed
'Third Fish and Wildlife
District Commission
Member in 2010, which
includes Breckinridge,
Bullitt, Jefferson, Meade, Oldham, Shelby
and Spencer counties. He succeeds Sixth
District Commission Member Stephen
M. Glenn, who served as chairman the

2012 Union
County Farm
Safety Day

U nion County school system fifth grad-
ers joined Kentucky Fish and Wildlife
staft for the 19th annual Union County
Farm Safety Day last month.

Department staff Curt Divine, Carrie
Blake and Matt Young of Higginson-
Henry WMA, conservation officers Todd
Jones and Josh Gunn, and Information
and Education Division’s Bryant Carlton
and Clay Brummal were on hand to help
make the 2012 Farm Safety Day a success
for the 220 students and 80 adults taking
part in the program.

'The event included presentations on
electricity, oil wells, grain bin safety, farm
animals, gun safety, water and outdoor
safety. Fire and rescue and a mock accident
were also performed.

past two years.

“I'm honored by
the trust my fellow
Commissioners have
placed in me to lead
our Kentucky Fish
and Wildlife Com-
mission,” said Ray.
“Although we have
outstanding fish and
wildlife resources
in our state, there
are always areas for
improvement.

“Continuing to
engage young people
in hunting and fishing opportunities
through mentoring programs - such as
our Fishing in the Neighborhood (FINS)

program and our newly created pheasant

hunt scheduled at Yellowbank Wildlife
Management Area (WMA) this fall, are
only a few ways to get the youth into the
field.”

“Enhancing small game is an impor-
tant initiative going forward, both habitat
improvement and potential quail restora-
tion projects can help in these areas,” he
said. “If we can be successful in Northern
bobwhite restorations, other species will
benefit significantly from these projects.”

A lifetime member of the NRA,

Ray is co-founder of the George Rogers
Clark Chapter of the Rocky Mountain
Elk Foundation - and a member of several
conservation organizations including the
National Wild Turkey Federation, Ducks
Unlimited, Trout Unlimited and the
League of Kentucky Sportsmen. Ray and
his wife, Michele, have five children.

The Union County Sheriff Depart-
ment and State Police conducted a pro-
gram on the dangers of meth and meth-

related materials, and what to do when you
find them in the outdoors.
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Big progress on the Peahody WMA Bobwhite Project

Eric Williams, Public Lands Biologist

In August of 2009, Peabody Wildlife
Management Area (PWMA) embarked
on a multi-year management and research
project aimed at benefitting the northern
bobwhite quail and grassland habitat.

The Road to Recovery: the Blueprint
for Restoring the Northern Bobwhite in
Kentucky established a Quail Focus Area
comprised of the Homestead, Ken, Sin-
clair and Baker Bottoms units of PWMA
in Ohio and Muhlenberg counties.

'The onset of the quail research
project on PWMA coincided with greatly
increased habitat management efforts and
controlled hunting in the Quail Focus
Area. Management for quail habitat in-
cluded block disking, annual grain, legume

and forb plantings, shrub block establish-
ment, controlled burning, brush piles, fire
breaks and sericea lespedeza control.

To date, 584 disk blocks encompass-
ing 706 acres have been installed in the fo-
cus area, more than 52 miles of fire breaks
(including 6.5 miles of woodland fire

breaks) and more than

L] 2125 4% 850 Meters

Quail 139 Winter and Summer Home Ranges

Legend

1,500 shrubs have been
planted. More than 500
acres were treated using
both ground and aerial
spraying to combat seri-
cea lespedeza invasion.
If you build it, they
will come! The habi-

| N | tatenhancements are
generating a bobwhite
A response.
Bobwhite popula-

tion estimates through

fall covey counts resulted in an 84 per-
cent increase in the population since the
project’s inception! In 2011, a single party
of three hunters flushed two coveys and
30 singles in only four hours of hunting.
With birds on the rise, there’s no better
time to put in for a Peabody Bobwhite
Quota Hunt (. £y.gov/app/QuotaHunt/ quo-
z‘abunt.aspx)!

Stand-by hunter drawings are con-
ducted at 9 AM CT for hunt parties that
do not show, so if you don’t get drawn a
good chance to hunt still exists!

On the research side, trapping and
marking bobwhite on PWMA has been
wildly successful. More than 1,200 birds
have been captured and fitted with leg
bands and radio telemetry collars.

Currently, 109 birds have active radio

See “Peabody,” page 6
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Six new conservation officers graduate
DOCJT basic academy

Six Kentucky Dept. of Fish and Wild-
life conservation officer recruits were
among 27 law enforcement officers from 16
agencies across the state who graduated ba-
sic training August 17 at the Kentucky De-
partment of Criminal Justice Training.

Conservation officer recruits Mat-
thew Parmley, Jeffery Hall, Jennifer
Henning, Thomas Blackwell, Joshua
Robinson and Matthew Hartley were
among officers of Basic Training Class No.
435 who completed 18 weeks of training,
which consisted of more than 750 hours,
recruit-level-officer academy instruction.

Major training areas included home-
land security, law offenses and procedures,
vehicle operations, firearms, investigations,
first aid/CPR, patrol procedures, orienta-
tion for new law enforcement families and
mechanics of arrest, restraint and control.

Parmley earned honors as Class Lead-
er. Robinson emerged as Squad Leader

““Peahody,” continued

collars, and are being tracked several times

and took Top Gun honors. Blackwell was
the class Honor Code Representative and
Hall won the Physical Fitness award.
Basic training is mandatory for Ken-
tucky law enforcement officers who are
required to comply with the state’s Peace
Officer Professional Standards Act of
1998.'The Department of Criminal Justice
Training provides basic training for city
and county police officers, sheriffs’ deputies,
university police, airport police and others.
'The Department of Criminal Jus-
tice Training is a state agency located on
Eastern Kentucky University’s campus. The
agency is accredited by the Commission
on Accreditation for Law Enforcement
Agencies and was the first in the nation to
be accredited under CALEA’s public safety
training program designation. In 2006, the
academy also became the first law enforce-
ment training academy in the nation to be

named as a CALEA flagship agency.

a week to determine survivorship, home
range, and preferred habitat use. Few stud-
ies in the history of wildlife management
have eclipsed the
volume of radio-
marked birds at
Peabody!

The
PWMA quail
project has been
a great learn-
ing experience
and partnership.
Over the next
year and a half] it
will continue to
provide excellent
data regarding
bobwhite popu-
lation dynamics,
habitat use, and
produce im-

CLASS NO. 435 GRADUATES:

Joshua Anderson, Paducah Police Dept.
Ahdullah H. Bholat, Paris Police Dept.
Thomas E. Blackwell III, Kentucky Dept.
of Fish and Wildlife Resources
Christopher Booth, Harrodsburg Police
Dept.

Lukas Burr, Ashland Police Dept.

Kyle Burton, Jefferson Co. Sheriff’s Office
Sean Campbhell, University of Kentucky
Police Dept.

Adrian B. Carrico, Springfield Police Dept.
Adam C. Dodson, Wayne Co. Sheriff’s
Office

Nickolas Francescon, Paducah Police Dept.
Joshua S. Germann, Mason Co. Sheriff’s
Office

Jeffrey Hall, Kentucky Dept. of Fish and
Wildlife Resources

Jordan Harrod, Oldham Co. Police Dept.
Matthew Hartley, Kentucky Dept. of Fish
and Wildlife Resources

Jennifer Henning, Kentucky Dept. of Fish
and Wildlife Resources

Ryan H. Hughes, Lancaster Police Dept.
Brad E. Lamh, Graves Co. Sheriff’s Office
Ryan Lanigan, Jackson Co. Sheriff’s Office
Jason Mike, Paris Police Dept.

Anthony Morris, Bullitt Co. Sheriff’s Office
Ronald Mossotti, Paris Police Dept.
Matthew Parmley, Kentucky Dept. of Fish
and Wildlife Resources

Brent Reichardt, Jefferson Co. Sheriff’s
Office

Joshua Robhinson, Kentucky Dept. of Fish
and Wildlife Resources

Kortney Rose, Paducah Police Dept.

Eric Wehh, University of Kentucky Police
Dept.

Scott Wiggins, Newport Police Dept.

proved grassland habitat throughout the
Quail Focus Area.

We expect the upcoming data to be
the most telling as habitat development is
nearly complete.

A special note of thanks goes out
to the hardworking Peabody field staft,
University of Tennessee, Quail Unlimited,
Quail Forever, and the many volunteers
who have made this project a success today
and in the years to come.
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Dr. Rich appointed Commission’s first Commissioner Emeritus

D r. James R. Rich, Fifth District Fish
and Wildlife Commission Member
for 36 years, will continue his service to
Kentucky’s sportsmen and sportswomen
as the Commission’s first ever “Commis-
sioner Emeritus” after an official acclama-
tion by Gov. Steve Beshear and a unani-
mous resolution by the Commission.

Dr. Rich’s lifetime appointment
became official at the August 17 Com-
mission meeting.

Rich was first appointed to the
Commission in 1976 by Gov. Julian
Carroll. He subsequently received ap-
pointments by governors John Y. Brown,
Martha Layne Collins, Wallace Wilkin-
son, Brereton Jones, Paul Patton, Ernie
Fletcher and Beshear. Through that time
he served the Commission as its Chair-
man, Vice-Chairman and Secretary.

“Doc” will continue to attend meet-
ings in a non-voting capacity, and advise

the Commission and its members. He
will represent the Commission at special
functions and continue to serve as secre-
tary / treasurer and historian.

Beshear’s citation acknowledges Dr.
Rich’s long service with distinction and
“his major influence on countless wild-
life conservation successes, including
the restoration of Kentucky’s deer and
elk herds, turkey flocks and numerous
fisheries’ stocks.”

A graduate of Georgetown College
and the University of Louisville School
of Medicine, Dr. Rich recently retired
from his Taylor Mill family medical prac-
tice that he opened in November 1955.

Dr. Rich is an avid hunter and
angler. Some memberships include the
League of Kentucky Sportsmen, Na-
tional Rifle Association, National Wild
Turkey Federation, Quail Unlimited and
Ducks Unlimited.

FAIR OF THE FIFTH DISTRICT LEAGUE
OF KENTUCKY SPORTSMEN

Sergeant Mick Craig (above) lends a teaching hand
in helping 10-year-old Tyler Allphin in the youth
casting contest during the annual Fair of the Fifth
District League of Kentucky Sportsmen last month
at the Lloyd Wildlife Management Area. At right,
youth anxious to see how their casting scores placed
in the race for trophies crowd around Officer James
Beckett as he tallies the results.
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A message
from the
Commissioner

Dear Staff,

It’s hard to believe, but my 8th

autumn as the Commissioner of

the Department has arrived — another
blessing of deer season, elk bugling,
covey rises, and fall bass fishing. It

has and continues to be an honor to
serve both the sportsmen and women of
the Commonwealth, and the employees of
this fine agency. And I am humbled by the
respect, professionalism, accountability, and
dedication that each of you demonstrates
every day. Professional integrity is the
hallmark of our work, as millions of hunter
and angler dollars are entrusted to us

each year to care for our fish and wildlife
resources. Integrity and trust are the most
significant components of our culture, and
it is for that reason that I write to you today.

Recent headlines have taken issue
with my service to the department,
attempting to shine a negative light on
my travel as Commissioner, and I feel
obligated to clarify this situation to each
of you. Although the headlines focused
on my travel expenses exceeding $70,000,
what was less clear was that it covered
almost five years. Incidentally, the yearly
average (around $16,000 per year) is 18%
under my Commission-approved budget
for travel — just as we have asked of you, I
also have reduced expenditures in order to
maintain a balanced budget.

I want to be clear to each of you that
every trip I have to take is grounded in our
department’s mission. As stewards of both
this department and our fish and wildlife
resources, it is just as important that you
know what I have been working on, as it is
for me to be aware of the good work that
all of you do.

As Commissioner, I have been given
extraordinary opportunities to also serve

in leadership for the Midwest Association
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (MAFWA)
and the Southeastern Association of Fish
and Wildlife Agencies (SEAFWA) — both
professional associations of which KDFWR
is a proud member. In the past year, I was
humbled to have served as the President

of the national Association of Fish and
Wildlife Agencies (AFWA), which serves
as a collective voice for all 50 state fish and
wildlife agencies. It’s important to note
that our department, in its nearly 70 year
history, is among the unique few that have
had three AFWA Presidents — former
Commissioners J. Quincy Ward and Tom
Bennett being the other two.

I also serve on the Joint Task Forces
tor the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration
(WSFR) and Endangered Species Act
(ESA), the Council to Advance Hunting
and Shooting Sports (CAHSS), the White
Nose Syndrome Executive Committee and
recently — as appointed by the Secretary
of the Interior Ken Salazar — the North
American Wetlands Conservation Council
(NAWCA) and the Wildlife and Hunting
Heritage Conservation Committee
(WHHCC). By serving on these task
forces and councils, I have been able to
speak to Kentucky’s needs and interests,
and help establish corresponding policy and
initiatives on a national scale that benefits
our Commonwealth and its outstanding
fish and wildlife resources.

Overall, it has been a great honor to
represent Kentucky’s interests in these

Commissioner Gassett with his hunt-
ing companion “Lula Mae Belle”
and a fine Kentucky gobbler. Follow
him on Twitter (hzzp://twitter.com/@
JonGassert) to learn more about what
is going on with the Department and
our outstanding wildlife resources!

associations and organizations, while
leveraging Kentucky’s needs with the
needs of other states for the greater
good. Although I can honestly say
that having served in these roles has
been demanding — especially since

it has taken me away from the office
and my home, the total return on
investment is significant!

'This return on investment can be
measured in many ways. For example,
the NAWCA Council distributes around
40 million dollars annually for wetland
protection and restoration across North
America. The WHHCC takes up issues
that are critical to the survival of our
hunting culture, which is under attack
across the country. The CAHSS, of which
we are a founding member, is designed
specifically to recruit hunters and shooters
into the fold. The WSFR and ESA Joint
Task Forces protect our Pittman-Robertson
and Dingell-Johnson Trust Funds, and our
individual states’ authority relating to the
Endangered Species Act, respectively.

The recent news article also took issue
with the number of trips I have taken to
Wiashington D.C. It is true that I have
averaged 3-4 trips annually to Washington
D.C. over the past 5 years. Although, 1
personally think the best view of D.C.
is watching it fade in the distance as my
flight returns to the Bluegrass state, we did
manage to reap approximately 10 million
federal dollars to purchase the Big Rivers
Wildlife Management Area and State
Forest as a direct result of those trips. We
have also protected and increased many
of our traditional federal funds during a
time of fiscal belt tightening — to the tune
of an additional 5 million dollars. All of
this provides a direct impact to fish and

See “Commissioner,” page 9
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“Commissioner,” continued

wildlife species, fish and wildlife habitat,
and is beneficial to all of our sportsmen
and women.

While working with Congress during
these trips, I had the opportunity to help
secure funding for Kentucky projects,
such as operational dollars for Wolf
Creek Fish Hatchery, Aquatic Invasive
Species (Asian Carp), and the National
Fish Habitat Action Plan (Buck Creek
Restoration/Microhabitat Study; Green

Wood ducks trapped under
the rocket net cram together
in hopes of pushing through
during annual banding efforts
last month at Ballard Wild-
life Management Area.

John Brunjes photos

Below: Ballard WMA
wildlife technician Wal-

ter “Beaver” Maples, Jr.
reaches under the rocket
net as Gerald Burnett holds
down the edges to prevent
escape during annual wood
duck banding last month at
Ballard WMA. Below right:
Wildlife technician Kevin
Brandon holds a bird for
biologist Pat Hahs to band.

River Bank Stabilization; and Peter S.
Creek Fish Barrier). All of these programs
and funding sources listed have been in
jeopardy, or nearly lost, at one time or
another in the midst of the congressional
scrutiny of the past few years.

In conclusion, I appreciate the trust
and respect that each of you have for
me and the job that I do. Because of our
commitment to support fish and wildlife
both within and beyond Kentucky’s
boundaries, together, we have elevated
our department to a national stage. You

make up one of the most passionate,
professional, and productive fish and
wildlife agencies in the country, and it is
times like these that I am most proud of
the support and professionalism that you
demonstrate on the job every day. Thank
you again, and keep up the good work!

Sincerely,

SN

Jonathan Gassett
Commissioner



