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State record Bald Cypress discovered at Boatwright WMA

The drought this summer enabled some of the public lands 
staff to get into areas previously not accessible and do 

more habitat work.  
It also allowed other agencies, including the Kentucky 

Division of Forestry (KDF), to check more of the areas 
too. In doing so, KDF discovered a new state record tree at 
Boatwright Wildlife Management Area.

Forestry personnel walking the dried sloughs discovered 
the new state record Bald Cypress on 1st Lake.

The tree’s circumference (at 4.5 feet above ground) is 34 
feet, seven inches. Its average crown spread is 41 feet.  

It’s a cool discovery, but seeing it in person can be dif-
ficult. It’s a long trek to the tree, and during most years, it is in 
standing water.
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WE GET MAIL

Letters to the 
Commissioner’s Office

See “Mail,” page 3

We received the following email from 
Geoff Barrett, State Plans Exam-

iner regarding the “United in Conserva-
tion” event held at Headquarters on Sep-
tember 20. He said, “I want to thank Fish 
& Wildlife for the great time we had last 
night at the state employees outing. My 
daughter and granddaughter (she’s 5) 
joined me. The trails are wonderful… I 
did not realize just how many things there 
are to do and see there! Many years have 
passed since I was there (early 80’s) and a 
lot has been added. We especially liked the 
fish shocking and the deer watching! (We 
fished – no luck)

We won a very nice insulated bag full 
of goodies.

Anyway, we had a wonderful time get-
ting outdoors and really enjoyed the mu-
seum.

Good Job Fish & Wildlife! Thanks 
again.”

                          
We received the following letter from 

the President and Board of Directors of 
the Northern Kentucky Fly Fishers. “Lee 
McClellan spoke to our club Thursday, 
September 6 and gave a wonderful presen-
tation. Not only was he informative but his 
home spun sense of humor made it a most 
enjoyable evening. We’ve had many speak-
ers over the years and Lee is one of the 
best and most requested.

This was the first meeting for sever-
al new members and afterwards a couple 
mentioned they had no idea a fishing club 
meeting could be this much fun! Plus, as I 
glanced around the room during Lee’s pre-
sentation, no one was talking, everyone 
was listening and laughing.

This is a credit to Lee’s great speak-
ing style, you want to pay attention and 
not miss anything. Lee McClellan is a 
great asset to the department and a won-

derful promoter of the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky. We wish he could speak every 
month to us.”

 
The following letter came from Ron 

Regan, Executive Director of the Asso-
ciation of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
(AFWA). The letter was written to Darin 
Moore. Director Regan wrote, “On behalf 
of the Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies, I want to extend my gratitude 
for your leadership in guiding the Associ-
ation through its recent strategic planning 
process.

I can’t begin to tell you how impressed 
I was with your facilitation, organizational, 
small group communication, writing, and 
editing skills. You have a truly natural ca-
pacity to work through complicated plan-
ning phases, by nature marked by an over-
abundance of input, to produce a highly 
polished final plan (with all parties feel-
ing vested in a meaningful way). I have 
worked on a lot of strategic plans over the 
years, and I don’t think I have seen any-
one do a better job in the planner role than 
you did.

I hope we can work together on other 
projects in the future.”

  
The following letter came addressed 

to Commissioner Gassett from John M. 
Johnson, Chief Executive Officer of the 
National Association of State Boating 
Law Administrators (NASBLA). “It is my 
pleasure to write to you on behalf of NAS-
BLA to commend the efforts of Cap-
tain Mike Fields for his contributions 
and leadership as NASBLA President in 
2012. We are indebted to Captain Fields, 
your agency, and the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky for giving him the opportuni-
ty to apply his time, talent and tremendous 
leadership skills in presiding over our asso-
ciation during the last twelve months.  

As a Kentucky-based national, non-
profit corporation, we are particularly 
proud of Captain Fields as the first Ken-
tuckian to serve in this post in the 50-year 
history of our association. Captain Fields 
served NASBLA with distinction in suc-

cessive roles of increased responsibility 
on the Executive Board over the last four 
years, culminating with his role as Presi-
dent this year.  

NASBLA saw significant accomplish-
ments during Captain Fields’ tenure as 
President, including reauthorization of the 
Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust 
Fund; the signing of a historical Memo-
randum of Understanding with the U.S. 
Coast Guard recognizing NASBLA as the 
keeper of National Marine Law Enforce-
ment Training Standards; a reduction in 
the percentage of alcohol-related boating 
fatalities nationwide; completion of Op-
eration Dry Water, a highly successful na-
tional alcohol awareness and enforcement 
campaign; the adoption of new terms and 
definitions to improve boating accident re-
porting; and the passage of a national res-
olution to encourage mandatory life jack-
et wear by marine law enforcement officers 
at all times.  

Our association is grateful for the 
leadership, commitment and positive at-
titude Captain Fields brought to this key 
NASBLA position during his year at the 
helm, and we are very appreciative of the 
achievements we made under his watch. 
Captain Fields has been a great ambassa-
dor for the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 
for our association, and for boating safety 
and marine security. We wish him all the 
best as he heads into retirement.”

The following came to us via email 
from Joyce Bender with the Kentucky 
State Nature Preserves Commission about 
Terri Estes, who is one of our NRCS Bi-
ologist. She wrote, “I don’t think folks get 
enough praise for good jobs anymore, so I 
want to tell you how much I think of Terri 
and her good efforts for the KY Prescribed 
Fire Council. I have been the chair of the 
Council the past two years and Terri took 
over as chair of the Information and Ed-
ucation Committee about the same time.  
She has been a valuable member of the or-
ganization and has always been quick to 
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take on whatever tasks the steering com-
mittee sent her way. She has a great can do 
attitude and as always represented KDF-
WR in a positive and professional manner. 
I am sure you know what a great employee 
you have in her, just wanted you to know 
she is appreciated.”  

The following note came from one of 
Curt Divine’s interns (Higginson-Hen-
ry WMA manager). “Curt was a fantastic 
mentor, and should definitely be involved 
in future internships. He took plenty of 
time to explain management issues/deci-
sions and challenged us to think and apply 
that knowledge numerous times. He al-
lowed us to perform various tasks we may 
not have been familiar with and was pa-
tient and instructive with the outcomes. 
Throughout the internship he was con-
cerned with our goals and learning ob-
jectives and did all he could to facilitate 
those, even when it added to his work-
load. One important thing that may get 
overlooked… Curt didn’t hesitate to del-
egate duties and responsibilities when 

he thought it appropriate (with us or his 
crew). This allows folks to accomplish 
tasks, take pride in their work and sense 
of added responsibility, and increases their 
own personal investment in the job. Good 
leadership. Finally, Curt’s also a very per-
sonable guy who was fun to work along-
side and easy to get along with, a definite 
asset to the internship program and the 
Department!”

                         
 The following note came from Lau-

rie Jackson, Chief Deputy of the Jeffer-
son County Mounted Sheriff ’s Posse. 
She wrote, “I am writing in regards to the 
horse trails at Otter Creek Park. Our or-
ganization volunteered and worked with 
Charlie Logsdon breaking and clearing 
the horse trails at the Park on several oc-
casions. Charlie and his crew were right 
there working alongside us. They helped 
us stay organized and provided the tools 
needed to get the job done.

I would like to personally commend 
Charlie and his crew for their time and 
hard work. The trails are something to be 
proud of and the best I have seen in this 
area in a very long time.”

                          

“Mail,” continued We received the following letter from 
Gary Afterkirk of Williamstown, KY. He 
wrote, “I am writing to you in reference 
to Conservation Officer Jason Slone, the 
Knott County officer. My daughter drew a 
2012 Bull Elk archery permit. We contact-
ed Officer Slone. He was so kind and giv-
ing of himself to help us locate elk. Offi-
cer Slone exemplifies what a conservation 
officer should be and what the KDFWR 
stands for. He knows his job and is well 
respected by the people in his area. He is 
fair but firm. He not only knows the law 
and protects our wildlife; he is a goodwill 
ambassador between the KDFWR and the 
public.

I am proud that we have officers like 
Officer Slone. I want to congratulate you 
and all the men and women working in 
the KDFWR for the wonderful job you do 
for our wildlife and sportsmen and wom-
en. I appreciate all the hard work and ef-
forts put forth by your people every day. 
You have done a wonderful job with the 
elk program. I believe we can all rest 
knowing our KDFWR is in good hands.

I thank you and all the employees and 
I thank Officer Slone for a job well done.”  

60 YEARS AGO…
Northern Kentucky resident Steve Schneider recently donated a copy of the 1952 
Kentucky’s Game and Fish Codes for display in the lobby of the main building. 
Schneider found the booklet while cleaning up his deceased uncle’s basement.
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Boating Law 
Administrator 
Capt. Fields 
retires after 
25 years

Mike Fields grew up boating on 
the many lakes and rivers in 

Kentucky. 
He began his career in state 

government as a security guard with 
Facilities Securities in 1987. When 
the Kentucky Water Patrol offered 
him a job in Northern Kentucky on 
the Ohio River two years later, he jumped 
on the opportunity.

Through the next 12 years Mike 
worked most every major body of water in 
the state as an officer and a sergeant. 

Mike was also a primary trainer for 
in-service and basic recruit training after 
the Kentucky Water Patrol merged with 
the Kentucky Department of Fish and 
Wildlife in 1994. He was promoted to 
Sergeant in 1997.

In 2001 Mike was assigned to Fish 

and Wildlife Headquarters to man-
age boating education and other special 
projects within the Law Enforcement 
Division. He was promoted to Lieuten-
ant in 2003 and was appointed Kentucky’s 
boating law administrator in 2004. He 
was promoted to the rank of Captain on 
February 16, 2009.

KDFWR hosted the 2006 National 
Association of State Boating Law Ad-
ministrator’s (NASBLA) conference in 
Louisville, Kentucky, and Mike served on 

NASBLA’s Educa-
tion, Law Enforce-
ment (vice chair), 
Vessel Identification, 
Registration and 
Titling (VIRT), and 
Conference commit-
tees. He served as 
vice chair of the Law 
Enforcement com-
mittee and VIRT. He 
was elected president 
of NASBLA in Sep-

tember 2011.
Mike Fields has held every officer 

position within the Southern States 
Boating Law Administrator’s Association 
(SSBLAA), including President during 
2008-2009.

As a Captain at Fish and Wildlife 
Headquarters, Mike was charged with ad-
ministering the Recreational Boater Safety 
program, communications, and served as 
the Agency’s Emergency Management 
and Homeland Security Coordinator.

CARRIER 
PROMOTED TO 
MAJOR
Third District Lieutenant Shane Carrier becomes 
Law Enforcement Division’s newest major ef-
fective October 16. Commissioner Jon Gassett 
and Law Enforcement Division Director Hank 
Patton announced the appointment last week. The 
36-year-old started with the agency as a Fish and 
Wildlife Technician in 1999 and began his career 
in fish and wildlife law enforcement in 2001. He 
was promoted to lieutenant in 2009.

Capt. Fields (left) re-
ceives congratulations 
from Law Enforcement 
Division Director Hank 
Patton.
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KDFWR named 
2012 KAGC 
Communications 
Office of the Year

The Kentucky Department of Fish and 
Wildlife earned first place Commu-

nication Office of the Year honors at the 
2012 Kentucky Association of Govern-
ment Communicators Awards of Excel-
lence ceremony on May 18.

Individual awards of “Excellence” 
went to Art Lander for News Writing, 
Obie Williams for Advertisement and 
Electronic Presentations, and Adrienne 
Yancy for Publication and Posters. “Merit” 
awards went to Obie Williams in Adver-
tisement, Art Lander for Feature Writing, 
and the Kentucky Afield Staff for Mag-
azine/Publication. Lee McClellan took 
“Honorable Mention” in the Feature Writ-
ing category.

The Kentucky Association of Gov-

ernment Communicators brings togeth-
er professionals whose primary jobs involve 
communicating with media, the public, leg-
islatures, stakeholders, and other entities. 

KAGC members endeavor to improve 
and enhance their expertise, public image, 
morale and effectiveness and the work of 
federal, state and local government agencies.

SIX NEW CONSERVATION OFFICERS TAKE OATH

Joshua Robinson, Matthew Parmley, Jennifer Henning, Jeff Hall, Matthew Hartley and Thomas Blackwell swore their law enforcement oaths 
before Franklin District Judge Robert Olds last month. Robinson will be assigned to Franklin County, Parmley to Russell, Henning to Ohio, Hall 
to Breckinridge, Hartley to Grant and Blackwell to Meade. Division Director Hank Patton welcomed them to the agency.

Art Lander, Dave Baker, Obie Williams, Adrienne Yancy and Lee McClellan gather around their 
Communications Office of the Year award, held by presenter Jamie Neal.
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Clay WMA public access improved 

Clay WMA staff has improved public 
access on the management area with 

the completion of two projects.  
A carry-down launch site and parking 

area on the Sapp Tract of the Clay WMA 
has been developed to provide an addi-
tional access point to the Licking River for 
canoes, kayaks, and small boats. This ad-
ditional access point significantly enhances 
boating opportunities on the Licking 
River in the vicinity of the Clay WMA by 
facilitating a variety of float trips.  

The new site is approximately 3.4 
miles downstream of the existing boat 
ramp within the main tract of the Clay 
WMA and 9.9 miles downstream of the 
primitive launch site at Upper Blue Licks 
at the eastern edge of the WMA. The new 
access point is 13.2 miles upstream of the 
public boat ramp at Bluelicks Battlefield 
State Resort Park.  

The site is suitable for canoes, kayaks, 
and boats that can be carried down to the 
water. It is neither intended nor suitable 
for launching boats from trailers.  

This new access point is located less 
than a mile off KY-32 on Mexico Road, 
which is on the north side of the Licking 
River, near the community of Myers.

Another project involved creating an 
access point and associated parking area 
for the Justice Tract of the Clay WMA in 
Bath County.  

Acquired in 2010, the Justice Tract 
consists of more than 90 acres of upland 
fields and forest adjacent to the Licking 
River. Prior to completion of this access 
point public access to the property was 
nearly impossible because of deep roadside 
ditches and essentially nonexistent road 
shoulders bordering the property which 
precluded parking a vehicle. 

KDFWR staff needed to cross private 
property to access the area for manage-
ment purposes. This new parking area will 
remedy that problem and allow wildlife 
enthusiasts to use this fine addition to the 

Clay WMA.  
A public dove field has been planted 

on the area and will be evaluated this 
year. The parking area is located off Little 
Flat-Ledford Road, about a quarter mile 

from KY-11, near the community of 
Sherburne.

The Clay WMA map, available online, 
is in the process of being updated to il-
lustrate these new WMA features.   

Justice Tract Parking Area

Sapp Tract launch site 
and parking area
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Cedar Creek 
Lake wetland 
mitigation 
monitoring 
complete
By Dan Stoelb, Wildlife Biologist
Environmental Section

Cedar Creek Lake has quickly emerged 
as one of the most popular fishing 

destinations in central Kentucky. 
When the impoundment of Cedar 

Creek was completed in 2002, approxi-
mately seven acres of wetlands were lost as 
a result of the inundation. To compensate 
for the wetland loss, the Department was 
tasked with the restoration of 14 acres of 
wetlands required by regulatory permits 
from the U.S Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) and the Kentucky Division of 
Water (KDOW). 

Portions of a four-acre site on the 
southern section of the lake and a 40-acre 
site on the nearby Dix River WMA were 
ultimately selected as restoration sites due 
to the presence of hydric soils and proxim-
ity to sources of hydrology. 

Past farming practices had eliminated 
the wetlands on the area by clearing the 
forest and installing drain tiles and surface 
ditches. To restore the wetland habitat, 
drain tiles were removed and minor earth-
moving was used to restore a hydrologic 
connection to the water table and the 
nearby Dix River and Mudlick Branch. 

Select trees and shrubs were planted 
which thrive in wetland ecosystems 
(swamp white oak, silky dogwood, etc.) to 
benefit wildlife and supplement volunteer 
species.

The Environmental Section moni-
tored the restored wetlands for five years 
to determine whether the restoration met 
performance standards as part of the US-

ACE and KDOW permit requirements. 
The restored wetlands have been successful 
and were released from monitoring this 
year. 

In fact, more wetland habitat was re-
stored than was required by the regulatory 
agencies. Several species of wetland sedges, 
rushes, and trees have replaced row crops 
and now combine with seasonal shallow 
water to create 26-acres of wetland habitat 

on the Dix River WMA. 
Roughly 1.5-acres have been restored 

on the southern portion of Cedar Creek 
Lake. The ultimate goal is for the areas 
to develop into forested wetland that will 
provide benefits to multiple species of 
wildlife, and create wonderful recreational 
opportunity for hunters, bird-watchers, 
and outdoor enthusiasts. 

Image of the same site following 
the Department’s efforts to restore 
it as a wetland in 2011.

Image of the Dix River WMA wetland 
restoration site prior to the Department’s 
restoration efforts. Dan Stoelb photos
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Deer Hunting 101

KDFWR recently conducted an In-
troduction to Deer Hunting course 

in the Louisville area. The workshop was 
comprised of two evening classroom ses-
sions and one full-day workshop. The 
course was advertised via social media and 
local contacts, and quickly maxed out at 30 
participants. Students represented a variety 
of backgrounds, but all were interested in 
learning to obtain their own locally grown, 
free-ranging meat through hunting.

Classroom presentations on deer bi-
ology, population management, habi-
tat, finding a place to hunt, and hunting 
techniques were made on two succes-
sive Thursday evenings at the Louisville 
Nature Center. Expert speakers includ-
ed Tom Barnes (UK Wildlife Exten-
sion Specialist), Tina Brunjes (KDFWR 
Deer Program Coordinator), David Hosch 
(Kentucky Network of Outdoor Wom-
en volunteer), and Jason Nally (KDFWR 
wildlife biologist). The concluding work-
shop was hosted at Otter Creek Outdoor 
Recreation Area’s shooting ranges pavilion. 
The Saturday session featured interactive 
talks on firearms (presented by Rick Mar-
tin, volunteer), archery (Katie Haymes, 
KDFWR conservation educator; and 
Charlie Logsdon, KDFWR 
Otter Creek manager), tree-
stand placement and safe-
ty (Nally), and field dress-
ing/quartering (Brian Clark, 
KDFWR public affairs). 
Several participants shot a 
bow and center-fire rifle for 
the first time.  

Participants provid-
ed much positive feedback 
about their experiences in the 
course. A sampling included:

  
“As a young adult couple, 

we are so excited to get out and 
start hunting for our own food! 
The instructors were adamant 

about teaching us how to hunt with mini-
mal gear and expense. This course showed us 
the most simple way to hunt and harvest deer 
with no previous experience.” 

– Chelsea Mae and Jay Durbin

“My son and I really enjoyed the class.  The 
class demystified deer hunting and covered all 
areas necessary to get into the woods and hunt. 
The class was worthwhile for anyone from the 
beginner to advanced outdoorsman.”  

– Greg Killmeier

 “I had a blast at this class and met some 
wonderful people. I have for years wanted to 
get involved in hunting locally but was hes-
itant to go out on my own. With this class I 
feel comfortable with talking with local land 

owners about my desire to safely assist them 
in hunting their land and preventing over 
population while putting the resource of deer 
meat to good use. Not only did I find it in-
teresting but some of my experienced hunt-
ing buddies said that they would like to take a 
similar class.”

– J.D. Sparks

Because fish and wildlife conserva-
tion in Kentucky is funded largely by user 
fees from hunters and anglers, and partic-
ipation in these activities has been declin-
ing over the past three decades, expanding 
and diversifying our user base is essen-
tial to the future of our wildlife. KDFWR 
will likely offer additional classes like this 
in the future, to help adults who don’t have 

ready mentors to de-
velop the confidence 
to try hunting or 
fishing for the first 
time.  KDFWR ex-
tends special thanks 
to the Louisville Na-
ture Center, Jackson 
Landers, Louisville 
Grows, Slow Food 
Bluegrass, the Uni-
versity of Kentucky 
Cooperative Exten-
sion Service, and all 
the staff at Otter 
Creek for helping to 
make this course a 
success.  

Katie Haymes gives an archery 
presentation at the Deer Hunting 
workshop.

Jason Nally dem-
onstrates tree stand 
placement and safety.
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Engineering Division completes renovation of boat 
ramp at Elmer Davis Lake

Elmer Davis Lake is a small, approxi-
mately 132 acre lake in Owen County.  

It is a Kentucky Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources owned lake that is 
managed to provide quality fishing op-
portunities for panfish (bluegill and redear 
sunfish). It also contains an outstanding 
channel catfish fishery and a good popula-
tion of largemouth bass.

Recently, an opportunity arose for 
the Department to renovate the existing 
boat ramp and parking area located in the 
center portion of the lake.  

In partnership with the Owen County 
Sportsman’s Club, staff from the Engi-
neering Division recently completed all 
construction activities, and the new reno-
vated boat ramp is now open.

The completed project includes a new, 
single lane, paved boat ramp and paved 
parking to accommodate 11 vehicles and 
trailers.  

A boat courtesy dock has also been in-
stalled, as well as a new fishing pier complete 
with a paved walkway leading to the pier. 
Single vehicle parking is located in close 
proximity to the fishing pier which makes 
this facility even more accommodating.  

The entire project was built using 
Sport Fish Restoration Funds. The Engi-
neering Division established an agreement 
with Owen County Fiscal Court for them 
to handle general maintenance issues at 
the site such as mowing and trash removal.  

To access the new boat ramp, take 
KY-22 west out of Owenton and turn left 
onto KY-1670, taking the road all the way 
to the lake. 

This project highlights the great work 
that the Engineering Division provides to 
help ensure that our Department owned 
facilities and properties are kept in great 
shape and welcoming to the public.  

For information concerning the fish-
ery at Elmer Davis Lake, please contact 
Jeff Crosby (Central Fisheries District 
Program Coordinator) at 502-564-3400 
ext. 4464.   

Image of the new parking lot leading down 
to the boat ramp at Elmer Davis Lake.

Image of the new fishing pier and walkway 
at Elmer Davis Lake. Ryan Oster photos 

The new boat courtesy dock and 
launching ramp at Elmer Davis Lake. 
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2nd annual United in Conservation Family Outdoors Event

Department of Fish and Wildlife 
employees hosted the second annual 

United in Conservation Family Outdoors 
Event on September 20 and invited all 
state employees to take advantage of 
newly stocked lakes, raffle prizes, food, 
fish shocking demo, the Salato Wildlife 
Education Center and more. 

Among those participating were 
Kentucky Afield Magazine Editor Dave 
Baker’s father, Dick, and six-year-old 
son, Jefferson, who tried to catch some of 
the several thousand catfish and bluegill 
stocked earlier. 

Sixth District Commission Member 
Steve Glenn and his Labrador retriever, 
Trooper, entertained visitors with water 
retrieves during the event. 

Kentucky State Police, Kentucky 
Proud, Cooks Bullseye Jerky, the Ken-
tucky Outdoor Sportsmen Alliance, and 
Kentucky Department of Public Advocacy 
supported to the event and helped make it 
an enjoyable evening for everyone.  

The theme for the event ties together 
diverse partnering organizations, remind-
ing the community that we can work 
together to achieve mutual goals, centered 
around family enjoyment of the wildlife 
resources that we as an agency seek to con-
serve for present and future generations.
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KDFWR hosts 2012 Elkhorn District Cub Scout 
Fall Family Campout fishing derby

The Cub Scout Fall Family Campout 
held at the Scott County Park was a 

fun filled weekend for the Cub Scouts and 
their families.  

This event ran from September 28-30, 
where scouts were able to participate in a 
wide variety of activities including: (1) gun 
and archery ranges; (2) fishing; (3) rock 
climbing; (4) leave no trace; and sever-
al other activities that teach outdoor skills 
and promote good stewardship of our nat-
ural resources.  

This year’s registered attendance includ-
ed 240 Cub Scouts and 360 family members.

One of the more popular events, held 
at the Scott County Park Lake, which is 
enrolled in the Fishing In Neighborhoods 
Program (FINs), was the fishing derby.  

KDFWR employees were able to pro-
vide participants with fishing poles and 
bait, answer questions, and hand out de-
partment literature.  

At the conclusion of the derby an 
electrofishing demonstration was per-
formed, followed by a fish identification 
session.

Most anglers were able to catch fish. 
One caught an eight-pound channel cat-
fish and won big fish, another catching a 
minnow in a plastic cup took small fish, 
and an angler catching 107 fish grabbed 
the title of most fish caught. 

Event staff were greatly appreciative 
of the KDFWR involvement in this event 
and a special thanks for all KDFWR em-
ployees that attended including: Nick 

Keeton, Sara Tripp, David Baker, Marc 
Johnson, Sgt. David Marques, and Offi-
cer Patrick Younts.  

A special thanks also goes out to 
Steve Marple and all the staff at Pfeiffer 
Fish Hatchery for providing hybrid blue-
gill for the event, and staff at the Forks 
of Elkhorn Fish Transportation Section 
who transported and stocked the fish at 
the Scott County Park Lake.

The fishing derby during the Cub 
Scout Fall Family Campout event. 
David Baker photo

A young fisheries biologist 
in training. Nick Keeton photo

David Baker describes how the Depart-
ment samples fish using a variety of 
methods. Nick Keeton photo  
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Wildlife Division staff help scouts with 
campout at Bluegrass Army Depot

More than 130 Boy Scouts and Cub 
Scouts from Madison County 

gathered for a campout on the Blue Grass 
Army Depot in September.  

They participated in rope bridge, 
spider web and log cutting activities.  

They were accompanied by 18 mem-
bers of the 266th Ordinance Command 
National Guard Unit from Puerto Rico.  
The National Guard spent one day with 

JUST… WOW! Wildlife Division Assistant Director David McChesney and Tanya Wilson recently went to Taylorsville 
Lake WMA for a photo shoot on range safety. Needless to say, Tanya did not win any brownie points 
with her boss. Rick Hill photos

the scouts participating in the 
log cutting competition and flag 
retirement ceremony.  

The Guardsmen also were 
“defeated” during a well ex-
ecuted water balloon attack by 
the Scouts. KDFWR wildlife 
division staff Marcia Schroder 
and Tom Edwards assisted in the 
campout.

Scouts from Madison County with the 266th Puerto Rican National Guard Unit on the Blue Grass Army Depot.

Scouts participating in the 
flag retirement ceremony 
while camping on BGAD.
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Hunting 
opportunity 
greatly increased 
at Greenbo Lake 
State Resort Park

The Kentucky Department of Parks in 
cooperation with the Kentucky Depart-

ment of Fish and Wildlife Resources (KD-
FWR) has greatly expanded the number of 
hunts available on the Greenbo Lake State 
Resort Park (GLSRP) in Greenup County 
this fall through next spring.  

In addition to the quota gun hunt for 
deer, which has occurred on the Park in 
January since 1999, current plans are for 
four archery deer/turkey, and two shotgun 
turkey hunts this fall/winter, and two gun 
hunts for gobblers next spring.  

Each of these new hunts on Greenbo 
will last three or four days and be on a 
reservation basis only (reserved hunts). Re-
served hunts are open to any legal hunter, 
however hunters must be signed in by the 
Park on first-come, first-served basis and 
the number of available slots is limited. 

 A requirement for the reserved hunts 
is that a participant must stay at the lodge 
for one or more nights. However the Park is 
offering very attractively priced lodge/meal 
packages for those participating in the hunts.  

Reserved hunts were initially imple-
mented on GLSRP on an experimental 
basis last year when three archery hunts 
for deer were offered in November and 
December.  

These hunts met with success result-
ing in an increase in the number of bow 
hunts this year as well as the addition of 
shotgun hunts for wild turkeys. Objectives 
of the hunts are to reduce the deer herd so 
that it is more in line with the healthy car-
rying capacity of the habitat, and generate 
additional recreation and business on the 
Park during a time of year when use for 

other activities is typically low.  
Greenbo Lake State Park is espe-

cially well-suited for hunting. Deer and 
turkeys are abundant on its 3,250 acres of 
heavily-forested habitat. Many portions of 
the Park are fairly remote and very lightly 
developed for other recreation.  

Another attractive feature of the 
archery hunts is that up to two deer taken 
may be checked on bonus tags issued 
by the Park. This limit may include two 
antlerless deer, or one antlered and one 
antlerless, neither of which would count 
against the hunter’s statewide limit with 
the bonus tags. This creates the possibil-
ity of harvesting a bonus buck in the state 
which would appeal to many hunters.  

Turkeys taken on the Park are not 
bonus animals and count against statewide 
limits.   

GLSRP Manager Cary Lyle, along 
with much support from Park Head-
quarters, has been very instrumental in 
bringing about the expansion of hunting 
opportunities on the Park. He is anxious 
to improve the deer herd and encourage 
new recreation and commerce on the Park 

Glenn Wolfe of Warren Center Pennsylvania took this nice buck on a reserved archery hunt on 
Greenbo Lake State Park last December.

Reservations:
1-800-325-0083, or 606-473-7324 
(GLSRP front desk) 

Archery Deer/Turkey hunts:
October 7-10
November 1-4
November 29 - December 2
December 13-16

Fall Turkey Shotgun hunts:
October 27-29
December 4-7 

Spring Turkey Shotgun hunts: 
April 15-17
April 22-24

 

wherever he reasonably can.  
Parks Department has worked 

closely with both local and Headquarters 
KDFWR staff.  

If you are considering a mini get-a-
way this fall, or would like the chance to 
take a bonus buck, you may want to give 
the reserved hunts at GLSRP a try. Dates 
of hunts and phone numbers for reserva-
tions and information follow.  
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Law Enforcement trio dominates 
competition in fall golf scramble

For once in a blue moon, the fall De-
partment golf scramble finally took 

place on a day when the weather cooper-
ated. This was surprising, giving the fact 
that we had to push the scramble back 
into October in order to find an open 
day at Wild Turkey Trace Golf Course in 
Lawrenceburg. The morning started out a 
bit chilly, but by lunch time, most compet-
itors shed the light jackets and long pants 

Don Bunnell taps a putt toward the hole while 
taking time away from his chef duties to fill 
out a team as well.

See “Golf,” page 15

in favor of short sleeved shirts and shorts.
By the time it was all set and done, 

the Law Enforcement trio of Shane Car-
rier, Jarad Northern, and Patrick Younts 
emerged from the rubble to take the Fall 
2012 Commissioner’s Cup, shooting an 
impressive nine-under par. Most impres-
sive was the fact that they shot five under 
par on the back nine alone and had an 
eagle on the sixth hole.    

Second place 
honors went to the 
Stream Team of Joseph 
Zimmerman, Rob 
Lewis, Andy Mowrey, 
and Tom Van Arsdall, 
shooting five- under 
par. Their strong show-
ing also was the result 
of stellar play, having 

Above: Patrick Younts chips close to the pin and the winning Law 
Enforcement team of Shane Carrier and Jarad Northern look on. 
Below: Fisheries Division Assistant Director Ryan Oster watches 
his fairway shot’s flight toward the green during the annual com-
pany golf scramble. Mark Marraccini photo

Above: Tom Van Arsdall (FILO) lofts a nice chip up onto the green as mem-
bers of the second place Stream Team watch. Notice the intensity in their 
expressions. Mark Marraccini photo

shot 4 under par on the back nine as well.
There was a tie for third place 

between Team #2 (Melissa Trent, 
Brenna Brooking, David Bruce, and 
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Kentucky peregrine falcons have a productive year

The peregrine falcon is a crow-sized 
bird of prey that historically nested 

on cliffs. This fast-flying bird is adept at 
catching avian prey, including pigeons, 
songbirds, shorebirds and small ducks.  

The peregrine falcon experienced 
severe population decline during the mid 
1900’s, mostly attributable to eggshell 
thinning caused by the widespread use of 
the pesticide DDT. 

Restoration efforts, led by both 
public and private organizations and the 
outlawing of DDT in 1972, led to one of 
the most successful species recoveries in 
history.

In 1999, the peregrine falcon was 
removed from the Federal List of Threat-
ened and Endangered Wildlife, although 
it remains federally protected by the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, and listed as a 
Species of Greatest Conservation Need in 
Kentucky’s State Wildlife Action Plan. 

Extensive monitoring for this still rare 
species has continued to make sure healthy 
population levels are maintained. 

Although peregrine falcons previously 
nested on cliffs, nowadays they will also 
nest on high-rising, manmade structures 
in urban areas. Abundant prey (pigeons 
and waterfowl) in larger cities coupled 

with high locations for nest-
ing (bridges, power stacks and 
tall buildings) provide good 
habitat for peregrine falcons. 
In fact, in Kentucky, most of 
our falcons currently live in 
the larger cities.  

In attempt to increase 
nest site availability and pro-
ductivity, KDFWR installs 
and maintains nest boxes at 
many locations throughout 
Kentucky. Productivity and 
survival of peregrine falcons 
are monitored through the 
resighting of colored leg 
bands, a common method used to monitor 
many species of birds. 

When possible, each peregrine falcon 
is fitted with a U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS) leg band etched with a unique 
9-digit number and a bi-colored band 
with a unique series of colors, letters and 
numbers. Resighting of leg bands, often 
accomplished using a spotting scope or 
photographs, allows biologists to distin-
guish individuals and track the productiv-
ity and survival of falcons.

A total of 12 peregrine falcon ter-
ritories were documented within Kentucky 

“Golf,” continued

Eric McGinnis) and Team #6 (Michael 
Gray, Lee McClellan, Jeff Ross, Mark 
Mangeot, and Doc Rich). Using the tie-
breaker format, Team #6 officially captured 
third place as a result of their birdie on the 
hardest hole of the course.

Closest to the pin awards went to Pat-
rick Younts, Jeff Ross, David Bruce, and 
Tony Prichard for their tee-shots on the 
four par 3 holes. Each walked away with a 
crisp $20 bill for their eyes-closed shots.

All in all, the fall golf scramble con-
tinued in the finest tradition of fellowship 

and comradery amongst staff. In total, 36 
current and former employees took part 
in the event. Employees were represented 
from 5 of the 7 Department Divisions 
(including the Commissioner’s Office).  

Thanks again to Chef Don Bunnell 
for his culinary creations at the golf scram-
ble. Similar to years past, Don dazzled 
attendees with a mixture of homemade 
brats, burgers, hotdogs (including chili-
dogs), and assorted chips. Thanks also to 
Dane Balsman for helping set up logistics 
for the golf scramble. We look forward to 
next year’s event or perhaps another event 
this upcoming spring 2013.

state lines during the 2012 nesting season. 
All nests were located on manmade struc-
tures. Nine nests were successful in fledg-
ing young. There were 30 young produced, 
24 of which were banded by KDFWR. 
With good years of productivity like this 
one, we expect our falcon population to 
keep growing.

For more information regarding pere-
grine falcons in Kentucky, visit our website 
at: http://fw.ky.gov/peregrinefalconsinky.asp

FINAL RESULTS

1st: Shane Carrier, Jarad Northern, and 
Patrick Younts (-9)

2nd: Joseph Zimmerman, Rob Lewis, 
Andy Mowrey, and Tom Van Arsdall 
(-5)

3rd: Michael Gray, Lee McClellan, Mark 
Mangeot, Jeff Ross, and Doc Rich (-3)

4th: Melissa Trent, Brenna Brooking, 
David Bruce, and Eric McGinnis (-3)

5th: Dan Stoelb, Dane Balsman, Jim 
Barnard, and Ben Robinson (-2)

6th: Tony Prichard, Steve Jackson, David 
Casey, and Mac Lang (-1)

7th: Commissioner Jon Gassett, David 
Hise, Chad Miles, and Ryan Oster (E)

8th: Jeremy Shiflet, Michael Kinney, 
Josh Gunn, and Tom Young (+1)

9th: Monte McGregor, Christopher Owen, 
Dave Dreves, and Don Bunnell (+4)

This adult female peregrine falcon 
is nesting on a bridge. Her bands 
allow biologists to identify her 

origins. Charlie Gannon photo

http://fw.ky.gov/peregrinefalconsinky.asp
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LESSONS
David Bruce, Administrative Services as-
sistant director, was an experienced golfer on 
an inexperienced team at the annual KDFWR 
Employee Golf Scramble. So it fell to him to 
help his fellow team and division members, 
Melissa Trent and Brenna Brooking, with 
their games. The lessons continued throughout 
the course and they met with success as their 
team finished in a tie for third place.


