Northern Bobwhite Quail
In Kentucky




Overview

= Overview of Bobwhite in Kentucky

= Brief History of Quail & Habitat
Restoration Efforts

= 5 Year Benchmark Report & Quail Focus
Area Success Stories

= Public Input



In KY

INes In

Quail Decl

Quail Trend from Kentucky Mail Carrier Survey; 1960-2013
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Why the Declines?

-Loss of small family farms

-Changes in farming practices
-Fescue dominance in fields across KY
-Recreational Mowing

Habitat Loss




Past Restoration
Efforts

“Game Farm” approach:
3.5 million pen-raised
quail provided to public® -e-
& released by ¢
Department over 50-year
period

Did not focus on
habitat!




Kentucky’s
Restoration Plan
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Le N o National Bobwhite
Conservation Initiative

N i o .. . the unified strategy to restore wild quail
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The Blueprint for Restoring the n Bobwhite in Kentucky

Norther

Habitat based. Focused Approach.
All wild quail.



Quail Plan 5-Year
Benchmark Report

RECOVERY

The Blueprint for Restoring the Northern Bobwhite in Kentucky
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RECOVERY

Five Year Benchmark Report



Quail Plan Goals

Technical Quail Plan Goals

(from 2008)

GOAL1:

Stabilize bobwhite pcpulatinns statewide

GOAL 2:

Increase bobwhite pnpulatinns in focus areas

GOAL 3:
Increase bobwhite pnpulatinns on focal
wildlife management areas

GOAL 4:
Increase statewide recreation related to
bobwhite

GOAL s:

Generate f unding mechanisms to support
bobwhite restoration




GOAL 1

Stabilize bobwhite pnpularinns
statewlde




GOAL 1

Stabilize bobwhite populations

statewide
Quail Trend from Kentucky Mail Carrier Survey;
2004-2013
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GOAL 2 GOAL 3

Increase bobwhite populations Increase bobwhite pupulations on
1n focus areas focal wildlife management areas

QUAIL FOCUS AREAS
OVERVIEW

Shaker Village 4
e

Blue Grass
Army Depot

»

Hart




PEABODY WMA, Eastern KDFWR -owned tracts

( Research Project
’ Contrel

Treatment
[ Quail Practices 2009.2013
—— Streams
| ‘e County Boundary Lines
= US Highways

| —— State Roads
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MUHLENBERG COUNTY

BUTLER COUNTY

4
1Miles

Peabody WMA
Focus Area:

56% Increase In
quail numbers

In 5 years




SHAKER VILLAGE QUAIL FOCUS AREA

Shaker Village
Focus Area:

150% Increase
in quail

numbers in 5
years
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CLAY WMA QUAIL FOCUS AREA

FLEMING COUNTY

Clay WMA
Focus Area:

Over 2,000
acres of habitat
Improvement in
5 years

NICHOLAS COUNTY

e QRN Quail numbers
= €S S stabilized in 5
N%l 1:60,000 - . | years
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BLUEGRASS ARMY DEPOT QUAIL FOCUS AREA

Bluegrass Army
Depot
Focus Area:

52% Increase In
quail nhumbers
In 5 years
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HART COUNTY CREP QUAIL FOCUS AREA
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779% Increase
in quail
humbers in 5
years




2 ~LIVINGSTON COUNTY

I Quall Practices 2006-2014

Manile Rock Nature Preserve

Livingston County WMA and Siate NaturalArea
— US Highways

State Roads

Livingston County
Focus Area:

14% Increase In
quail numbers in
5 years
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GOAL 4

101

Increase statewide recreat
related to bobwhite




GOAL §

Generate funding mechanisms to

support bobwhite restoration r—r

Quail Specialty License Plate

University research on quail using
grant funding

[:{..‘Ill-r..'l‘ For Native
GRASSLANDS

Management

Multiple partners involved to
generate more funds & action

Conserve. Hunt. Share.




Keys to Success
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Questions to Consider

Should we increase the size of existing Quail Focus
Areas? Should we create new Quail Focus Areas?

What are some strategies to increase funding of
Quail Focus Areas moving forward?

How do we engage or incentivize private
landowners to participate in quail restoration?

How do we capitalize on our current successes
moving forward?



