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Creating new 
generations of hunters

This fall we 
are working on three 
new programs to increase 
participation in hunting, 
with the important goals 
of recruiting new hunt-
ers and increasing license 
sales – both of which are 
vital to pay for Kentucky’s 
wildlife conservation ef-
forts now and in the 
future.

Generous grants 
from two of our partners, 
the Archery Trade Asso-
ciation (ATA) and Na-
tional Shooting Sports 
Foundation (NSSF), are 
helping to fund these 
initiatives.

Explore Bowhunting, which is already 
up and running, targets youths from ages 11 
to 17 who have participated in the National 
Archery in the Schools Program (NASP), 
and now want an additional avenue to pursue 
their newfound passion.  It can be offered in 
after-school programs, parks and recreation 
programs, 4-H, Scouts, churches and other 
venues.

The 22-lesson curriculum is written in 
compliance with national education stan-
dards. Young archers learn about getting 
close to wildlife to enhance their enjoyment 
of the natural world around them, and are in-
troduced to many of the equipment options 

on the market today.
Additionally, ATA 

has committed to help 
fund more archery out-
reach through a Com-
munity Archery Pro-
gram, which will focus 
on establishing more 
archery ranges in Ken-
tucky cities and getting 
archery into local parks 
and recreation pro-
grams, so anyone inter-
ested can receive train-
ing and have a place to 
shoot. The new initia-
tive will also allow us to 
share hunting with peo-
ple who otherwise may 
never consider hunting.

An advertising campaign on the draw-
ing board will seek to motivate experienced 
hunters to mentor family members, friends or 
co-workers by taking them hunting. NSSF is 
helping to fund this digital campaign, which 
will place advertisements on outdoor web-
sites and in social media where Internet users 
read about and share information on hunting 
in Kentucky.   

With help from our partners, and a ded-
icated staff, we are finding innovative ways to 
pass on the heritage and traditions of archery, 
shooting sports and hunting in Kentucky.  
This fall, remember to do your part:  It takes 
a hunter to make a hunter. n
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