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Season Summary 

 Deer hunters in Kentucky had a very productive November with over 105,000 

deer harvested across the Commonwealth.  The majority of these were taken during 

Kentucky’s 16-day Modern Gun season, where most of the season’s harvest occurs. 

The total harvest from the season opener in early September through the end of 

November stands at 129,577 deer, nearly 1,500 animals more than the 10-year average 

(128,125; Figure 1). 

 Fifty-four percent (69,898) of the total harvest so far this season has been 

comprised of antlered males, while 41% (53,172) was female and 5% (6,505) antlerless 

male fawns (Figure 2). This proportion has not changed significantly in the last decade 

despite additional opportunities for antlerless harvest in most of the state (Figure 3). 

Of the 76,403 total males taken thus far this season, 70.5% (53,892) have been 

2.5 years old or older, while 20.9% (16,002) have been 1.5 years old and 8.5% (6,505) 

have been fawns or “button bucks” (Figure 4). Based on thousands of data points 

across the Commonwealth, KDFWR began confidently estimating the age structure of 

buck harvests through telecheck in 2016.  The age structure of the harvest has not 

varied much in this time, with adults comprising 69-72% of the buck harvest seasonally 

(Figure 5).  Although these breakdowns have not changed drastically in recent years, 

comparisons to the 1980s indicate that the one-buck limit in Kentucky has shifted the 

buck harvest from >60% yearlings to what we see today. This has undoubtedly allowed 

Kentucky to be continually ranked as a top deer hunting state in the country. 

 Deer hunters use modern firearms to harvest most of the deer taken seasonally 

each year in Kentucky, and this season is no different.  Firearm harvests, most of which 

is conducted during the 16-day modern gun season, has accounted for 80% of the deer 

harvested thus far (103,726), while 10% has been taken with archery equipment 

(13,525), 8% with crossbows (10,266), and 2% with muzzleloaders (2,059; Figure 6). 

This proportion is similar to the last decade thus far, apart from a low muzzleloader 

harvest likely due to poor weather during October’s Early Muzzleloader Weekend 

(Figure 7). 

 Nearly all Kentucky public hunting areas are open to archery and crossbow 

hunting across the state all season, with several providing muzzleloader and modern 

gun hunting access in some capacity.  Gun quota hunts are also hosted on multiple 

public areas in each region during the month of November.  So far this season, public 



land hunters have harvested 6,060 deer (5% of the harvest) throughout the 

Commonwealth.  The state-maintained Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) with the 

highest harvest so far this season include Peabody (528), Barren River Lake (177), 

Sloughs (153), Green River Lake (151), and Lake Cumberland (144) WMAs (Table 1). 

 Regionally, the Bluegrass region has seen the most action thus far with 36,257 

deer harvested (28%), followed closely by the Green River (35,068; 27%), Southeast 

(24,059; 19%), Purchase (17,892; 14%), and Northeast (16,301; 13%) regions. Hardin 

County currently holds the highest harvest of any county in the state with 3,098 deer, 

followed by Breckinridge (2,750), Christian (2,659), Pendleton (2,445), and Graves 

(2,445) counties (Table 2, Figure 8). 

Modern Firearm Season 

 A total of 99,672 deer were taken during the 16-day Modern Firearms Season 

that occurred from November 8 to November 23 this year.  This total is slightly lower 

than the 2024 total of 104,505 deer but was within 1% of the 5-year average of 100,257 

deer.  Fifty-seven percent of the harvest was comprised of antlered males (56,428), 

while 38% were female (38,037).  Of the males harvested, 70% were 2.5 years old or 

older.   

Antlerless Harvest Goals 

 Deer managers are often quick to call for harvesting additional antlerless deer, 

particularly in areas that have reached, or are on the cusp of reaching, biologic and 

social carrying capacity. However, deer managers seldom tell hunters how many 

antlerless deer to harvest or why it is important to do so. Beginning in the 2025-26 

season, the KDFWR has established harvest goals for antlerless deer across all of 

Kentucky’s Zone 1 and Zone 2 counties where deer populations have reached or are 

approaching overabundance.  The primary goal of this is to reduce populations where 

applicable (e.g., Zone 1 counties) and maintain others where deer are at more 

appropriate levels (e.g., Zone 2). 

 Seven counties have so far reached at least 70% of their harvest goal this 

season: Simpson (84%), Breckinridge (75%), Monroe (74%), Green (74%), Adair (72%), 

Barren (71%), and Taylor (71%; Figure 9, Table 3).  With Modern Firearms Season 

where typically 70-80% of the harvest occurs behind us, many counties have an uphill 

climb to reach desired antlerless harvest goals.  However, archery and crossbow 

seasons remain open for well over a month and Kentucky’s Late Muzzleloader season 

begins for nine consecutive days on December 13.  Many hunters wait until after the rut 

to fill their freezer and conduct doe management, so there is still ample opportunity to 

continue harvesting antlerless deer statewide. 
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Fig 1. Total Harvest Through 30 November
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Fig 2. Harvest by Sex
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Fig 3. Historic Harvest by Sex
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Fig 4. Buck Harvest by Age 
Class
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Fig 5. Historic Buck Harvest by 
Age Class
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Table 1. Public land harvest through 30 November 2025. 

Table 2. Harvest by county through 30 November 2025. 
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Fig 6. Harvest by Weapon Type
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Fig 7. Historic Harvest by Weapon Type

Archery Crossbow Muzzle-loader Firearm



Figure 8. Total Harvest by County through November 

  



Figure 9. Female Harvest Goal Progress through November 

  



Table 3. Female harvest goal progress through November 

 


