
KDFWR Deer Program 

Summary Data: 2025 Deer Harvest 

20 January 2026 

Season Summary 

 Kentucky’s deer hunting season concluded on Monday, January 19th and proved 

to be another year of great hunting in the Commonwealth.  Kentucky hunters reported 

harvesting 145,433 deer since the season began on September 6.  This total is the 

second-highest harvest in the last five years, only bested by last season’s record 

number of 149,868 deer.  Despite harvesting fewer deer than last season, this year’s 

harvest was over 3,000 deer higher than the 10-year average of 142,412 (Figure 1).   

 Of the 145,433 deer harvested this season, 74,411 were antlered bucks (Figures 

2, 4). This is the second highest antlered buck harvest in the last decade and comprised 

51.2% of the total deer harvested this season (Figure 5).  Female deer made up only 

43.5% of the total harvest and remained below the 10-year average (64,047) for a third 

straight year with 63,193 does reported harvested (Figure 3). Five percent of the deer 

taken this season were buck fawns (7,826; Figure 4, 5). 

 Sixty-nine and a half percent of the total males harvested this season were 

estimated to be 2.5 years old or older (57,148), 21% were yearlings (17,245), and the 

remaining 9.5% were buck fawns (Figure 6). This proportion has remained stable since 

the KDFWR began tracking this metric through telecheck a decade ago, but the 

proportion of adult bucks in the harvest has increased substantially since the 1980s and 

1990s when nearly 80% of the buck harvest were yearling bucks aged 1.5 years old. 

 Of the 145,433 deer harvested this season, 105,410 (72%) were taken with a 

firearm, 16,647 (11%) were taken with vertical archery equipment, 14,353 (10%) were 

taken with crossbows, and 9,021 (6%) were taken with muzzleloaders (Figures 7, 8, 

10). There has been little variation in the harvest composition based on weapon type 

since regulation changes in 2018 allowed for more crossbow opportunity throughout the 

season (Figure 8).   

Kentucky resident hunters harvested 80% of the deer this season, while 

nonresident harvest comprised 15% of the total harvest (Figure 9).  Although there is 

concern over increased nonresident harvest impacting the deer herd across the 

Commonwealth, the proportion has seemingly levelled off in the last decade at 15-16% 

of the total harvest. 

 Kentucky’s public lands experienced another incredible year for deer hunting with 

7,364 deer telechecked.  Public land harvest accounted for 5% of the season total with 

131 areas seeing at least one deer taken on them.  The state-maintained Wildlife 



Management Areas (WMAs) that saw the most action this season include Peabody 

(574), Taylorsville Lake (239), Green River Lake (234), Clay (210), and Barren River 

Lake (192) WMAs (Table 1). 

 Regionally, the Bluegrass region saw the highest percentage of the statewide 

harvest with 40,816 deer harvested (28%), followed closely by the Green River Region 

(39,714; 27%), Southeast (26,878; 18%), Purchase (20,040; 14%), and Northeast 

(17,985; 12%) wildlife regions.  Hardin county finished with the highest harvest of any 

county across the Commonwealth with 3,543 deer taken, followed by Breckinridge 

(3,090), Christian (2,998), Hart (2,814), Graves (2,698), and Shelby (2,692) counties 

(Figure 11, Table 2). 

Antlerless Harvest Goals 

Deer managers are often quick to call for harvesting additional antlerless deer, 

particularly in areas that have reached, or are on the cusp of reaching, biological and 

social carrying capacity. However, deer managers seldom tell hunters how many 

antlerless deer to harvest or why it is so important to do so. Beginning in the 2025-26 

season, the KDFWR established harvest goals for antlerless deer across all of 

Kentucky’s Zone 1 and Zone 2 counties where deer populations have reached or are 

approaching overabundance. The primary goal of this is to reduce populations where 

applicable (e.g., Zone 1 counties) and maintain others where deer are at more 

appropriate levels (e.g., Zone 2 counties). 

In the 2025-26 season, 104,595 hunters saw success in harvesting at least one 

deer (1.39 deer/successful hunter).  Of those successful hunters, 74% (77,837) 

harvested only one deer and less than half (43%) were successful in harvesting a 

female. Seventy-three percent (32,496) of the hunters that harvested a doe only 

harvested one, and less than 3,000 people filled their 4-deer statewide bag (2,904; 

2.8%).  Simpson county was the only county in the 2025-26 deer season that met its 

female harvest goal, with ten counties reaching at least 80% of their goal: Breckinridge 

(88%), Green (86%), Taylor (86%), Monroe (86%), Hart (85%), Adair (84%), Meade 

(84%), Hardin (82%), Lincoln (81%), and Barren (81%; Figure 12, Table 3). Without 

adequate harvest of female deer – the primary driver of population growth – populations 

become overabundant and unbalanced, which results in habitat degradation, increased 

risk of disease, elevated levels of crop damage and vehicle collisions, and reduced 

antler development and overall buck hunting quality. 
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Fig 1. Total Harvest 2016-2025
10-Year Average = 142,412
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Fig 2. Antlered Buck Harvest 2016-2025
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Fig 3. Female Harvest 2016-2025
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Fig 5. Historic Harvest by Sex
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Fig 7. Harvest by Weapon Type
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Fig 8. Historic Harvest by Weapon Type

Archery Crossbow Firearm Muzzle-loader
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Fig 9. Historic Harvest by Residency
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Fig 10. Harvest through the Season 9/6/25 - 1/19/26
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Table 1. Public land deer harvest totals 2025-26. 

Table 2. Total harvest by county 2025-26. Blue = Bluegrass, Green = Green River, Yellow = Northeast, Purple = 
Southeast, Orange = Purchase wildlife regions. 

 

  



Figure 11. Total Harvest by County, 2025-26 

 

  



Figure 12. Female Harvest Goals, 2025-26 

  



Table 3. Female harvest goals by county, 2025-26 

 


