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Season Summary 

 Kentucky hunters have harvested 23,756 deer since the season opener in early 

September, nearly 2,000 deer more than the five-year average up to this point in the 

year (Figure 1).  Over 20,000 hunters have harvested at least one deer so far this 

season. 

 Fifty two percent of the total harvest thus far has been females (12,410), 44% 

(10,336) have been antlered males, and 4% (1,010) have been buck fawns (Figure 2). 

Of the antlered males taken so far this season, 79% of them were 2.5 years old or older 

(8,165; Figure 3). 

Regionally, the Bluegrass Region has seen the most deer harvested so far this 

season with 7,014 (30%).  The Bluegrass is followed closely by the Green River (25%; 

5,835), Southeast (21%; 5,029), Northeast (13%; 2,977), and Purchase (12%; 2,901) 

regions.  Hardin County currently holds the highest harvest in the state with 579 deer, 

followed by Christian (517), Pulaski (462), Nelson (461), and Washington counties (461; 

Table 1, Figure 4). 

October Harvest 

Kentucky hunters harvested 15,614 deer during the month of October.  This total 

is the second highest harvest in the last five years and is nearly 1,000 animals over the 

five-year average (14,703; Figure 5). This higher than anticipated harvest is 

encouraging, especially when considering that years of high mast availability often see 

reduced harvests. Fifty-three percent (8,295) of the harvest in October were females, 

while 44% (10,336) were antlered males and 4% (1,010) were buck fawns (Figure 6). 

 Of the 7,319 male deer harvested in October, 64% of them were 2.5 years old or 

older, while 24% were 1.5 years old and 11% were fawns (Figure 7). This metric is 

estimated by asking successful hunters to measure the inside spread of antlered deer 

harvested and comparing it to thousands of datapoints collected for decades by 

KDFWR. 

 October’s harvest saw a total of 1,782 deer taken by nonresident hunters (11%), 

while 9,367 (60%) were taken by Kentucky residents and 4,465 (29%) taken by hunters 

of unknown residence (youth hunters are difficult to discern residency status; and there 

was an extended youth season in 2025). 

https://fw.ky.gov/Hunt/Documents/2025-mast-report.pdf


Nearly all Kentucky public hunting areas are open to archery and crossbow 

hunting across the state during October, with several open to Youth Firearm and Early 

Muzzle-loader hunting opportunities.  In the month of October, 1,101 (7% of harvest) 

deer have been harvested on public land throughout the Commonwealth. The state-

maintained Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) with the highest deer harvest during 

the month of October were Peabody (70), Green River Lake (56), Clay (47), Taylorsville 

Lake (47), and Big Rivers (30) WMAs.  Deer harvests have been reported on more than 

100 WMAs or public hunting areas across the state so far in 2025 (Table 2). 

Youth Firearms Season 

 The KDFWR Commission extended the early October youth season from two to 

nine days (October 11 – 19) for the 2025-2026 season.  Youth hunters harvested 5,645 

deer across Kentucky during this inaugural hunt, exceeding the five-year average by 

nearly 2,000 deer (Figure 8).   

Of the 5,645 deer harvested by youth hunters, 47.7% were female (2,695), 

46.7% were antlered males (2,634), and 5.6% were buck fawns (316). Nearly half of the 

males harvested (52%; 1,543) were 2.5 years old or older, while 37% were 1.5 years old 

and the rest (11%) fawns.  Youth hunters are typically less selective in their deer 

harvests than adult/ general hunters, a fact supported by the inflated yearling harvest 

during youth season compared to the rest of the year. 

The new season format proved extremely successful in providing more 

opportunity for youth hunters to get afield with their mentors.  A total of 5,003 youth 

hunters successfully harvested a deer during this 9-day season.  

Early Muzzleloader Weekend 

 Kentucky’s Early Muzzleloader Season occurs for two days beginning on the 

third Saturday of October.  The harvest is typically correlated with weather during the 

short two-day season, and this year’s was no different.  A large tropical system moved 

through much of the state on Sunday that dissuaded rain averse black powder hunters 

from participating. A total of 1,599 deer were harvested, less than half of the five-year 

average (3,243; Figure 9). 

 Of the 1,599 deer harvested during this season, 54.3% were female (868), 39.3% 

were antlered males (628), and 6.4% were buck fawns (103). Seventy-one percent of 

the males harvested were 2.5 years old or older (516), while 15% were 1.5 years old 

(112) and 14% were fawns (103). Kentucky residents harvested 73% (1,170) deer 

during the two-day season, while 19% were taken by nonresident hunters (298) and 8% 

were taken by hunters of unknown residence (131). 

 



Antlerless Harvest Goals 

Deer managers are often quick to call for harvesting additional antlerless deer, 

particularly in places that have reached, or are on the cusp of reaching, biologic and 

social carrying capacity. However, deer managers seldom tell hunters how many 

antlerless deer to harvest or why it is important to do so. Beginning in the 2025-26 deer 

season, the KDFWR has established harvest goals for antlerless deer across all of 

Kentucky’s Zone 1 and 2 counties where deer populations are at or approaching 

overabundance. The primary goal of this is to reduce populations where applicable 

(e.g., Zone 1 counties) and maintain others where deer are at more appropriate levels 

(e.g., Zone 2). 

Eight counties have reached at least 15% of their harvest goal so far this season: 

Meade (20%), Lincoln (18%), Madison (18%), Hardin (17%), Nicholas (16%), Taylor 

(16%), Adair (16%), and Breckinridge (16%; Figure 10, Table 3). Typically, 70-80% of 

the total annual harvest is taken during Kentucky’s modern firearms season, beginning 

the second Saturday in November and running for 16 consecutive days statewide. Many 

hunters wait to participate until modern firearms begins, so there is still ample 

opportunity to meet antlerless harvest objectives in 2025.  
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Fig 1. Harvest Through October 2021-2025 5-YR AVG: 21,805
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Fig 3. Antlered Buck Harvest 
Through October by Age
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Fig 5. October Harvest 2021-2025
5-YR AVG: 14,704
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Fig 6. October Harvest by Sex
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Fig 7. October Male Harvest by Age
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Fig 8. Youth Season Harvest 
2021-2025

5-YR AVG: 3,609
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Fig 9. Muzzleloader Harvest 
2021-2025

5-YR AVG: 3,243



 

Table 1. Total harvest through October by county. Blue = Bluegrass, Green = Green River, Yellow = Northeast, Purple = 
Southeast, Orange = Purchase 

Public Area Harvest Public Area Harvest 

Daniel Boone National Forest 177 Pennyrile State Forest 22 

Land Between the Lakes NRA 174 Nolin River Lake WMA 21 

Fort Knox Military Reservation 133 Kentucky Lake WMA 18 

Green River Lake WMA 99 Blue Grass Army Depot 17 

Peabody WMA 84 Clarks River NWR 16 

Big Rivers WMA & State Forest 72 Kentucky River WMA 14 

Taylorsville Lake WMA 61 Veterans Memorial WMA 14 

Wendell H. Ford RTC 58 West Kentucky WMA 13 

Clay WMA 58 Livingston County WMA and SNA 11 

Yellowbank WMA 45 John C. Williams WMA 11 

Higginson-Henry WMA 37 Cumberland Forest WMA 11 

Barren River Lake WMA 37 Wells Hunting Access Area 11 

Lake Cumberland WMA 36 Yatesville Lake WMA 10 

Sloughs WMA 35 Griffith Woods WMA 10 

Ballard WMA 29 Grayson Lake WMA 10 

*All other areas <10 deer harvested 
 

Table 2. Public land harvest through October 

  



Figure 4. Total Harvest by County through October 

  



Figure 10. Female Harvest Goal Progress through October 

  



Table 3. Female harvest goal progress through October 

 


