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Season Summary 

 The month of December was a successful one across the Commonwealth with 

deer hunters adding 11,592 deer to this season’s total of 142,484 deer harvested since 

the beginning of the season in early September.  The 142,484 deer taken during the 

2025-26 season so far is the second highest total in the last five years and over 3,000 

deer higher than the 10-year average this far into the deer season (Figure 1). 

 More than half of December’s harvest occurred during Kentucky’s 9-day Late 

Muzzleloader season which began on December 13, where 6,960 deer were harvested.  

Sixty-three percent (4,371) of the deer taken were females, while 30% (2,110) were 

antlered deer.  Of males harvested with a muzzleloader, 60% were 2.5 years old or 

older, 21% were yearling males, and the remaining 19% were antlerless males. 

Kentucky’s Free Youth Firearm Weekend, which occurred December 27-28 this 

year, resulted in the harvest of 893 deer.  Youth hunters in Kentucky do not have to 

purchase a hunting license during this two-day season and provides another firearm 

opportunity during a time that students are home for winter break.  Of the 893 deer 

harvested, 544 were females, 259 were antlered males, and 90 were antlerless males.  

This season has varied greatly in total harvest over the years due to its length and 

placement in the season, but this year’s harvest nearly met the 5-year average of 920 

deer taken. 

Of the 142,484 deer harvested through the end of December, 52% (73,728) have 

been antlered bucks while 43% (61,227) were female and 5% (7,526) antlerless males 

(Figure 2).  This proportion is similar to previous years at this point in the season, with 

female harvest comprising between 42% and 45% of the harvest in the last five years 

(Figure 3).  Of the males taken thus far, 70% (56,680) were 2.5 years old or older, while 

21% (17,030) were yearlings and 9% (7,526) were fawns (Figure 4).  This is the 

second-highest total of adult bucks taken at this point in the season in the last ten years, 

bested only by last season’s 60,462 bucks. 

Seventy-four percent (105,413) of the deer taken so far this season have been 

harvested with a firearm, while 11% (15,349) were with archery equipment, 9% (12,699) 

were crossbow harvests, and 6% (9,021) were taken with muzzleloaders (Figure 5).  

These proportions are similar to past seasons, though the muzzleloader percentage is 

the lowest in the last decade.  This is likely due to less-than-ideal hunting conditions 

during both the Early and Late seasons (Figure 6). 



Nearly all Kentucky public hunting areas are open to archery and crossbow 

hunting season-long, with several providing firearm and muzzleloader opportunities in 

some capacity.  Public land harvest has accounted for 5% of the season total so far, 

with 7,329 deer harvested across 129 areas.  This total is the second highest on record, 

only bested by the 2024-25 season total of 7,623 deer harvested at this point in the 

season.  The state-maintained Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) with the highest 

harvest so far this season include Peabody (570), Taylorsville Lake (237), Green River 

Lake (226), Clay (207), and Barren River Lake (191) WMAs (Table 1). 

Regionally, the Bluegrass region has seen the most action thus far with 39,742 

(28%) deer harvested, followed closely by the Green River (38,462; 27%), Southeast 

(26,191; 18%), Purchase (19,586; 14%) and Northeast (17,673; 12%) regions. Hardin 

County has had the highest harvest of any county in the Commonwealth so far this 

season with 3,436 deer taken, followed by Breckinridge (3,006), Christian (2,918), Hart 

(2,685), Graves (2,646) and Shelby (2,628) counties (Figure 7, Table 2). 

Antlerless Harvest Goals 

 Deer managers are often quick to call for harvesting additional antlerless deer, 

particularly in areas that have reached, or are on the cusp of reaching, biologic and 

social carrying capacity. However, deer managers seldom tell hunters how many 

antlerless deer to harvest or why it is important to do so. Beginning in the 2025-26 

season, the KDFWR has established harvest goals for antlerless deer across all of 

Kentucky’s Zone 1 and Zone 2 counties where deer populations have reached or are 

approaching overabundance.  The primary goal of this is to reduce populations where 

applicable (e.g., Zone 1 counties) and maintain others where deer are at more 

appropriate levels (e.g., Zone 2). 

 Seven counties have so far reached at least 80% of their harvest goal this 

season: Simpson (97%), Breckinridge (84%), Monroe (83%), Green (83%), Taylor 

(82%), Adair (81%), and Meade (80%; Figure 8, Table 3).  With only 19 days remaining 

in the 2025-26 season, many counties have an uphill climb to reach desired antlerless 

harvest goals. Without adequate female harvest in Zone 1 and Zone 2 counties, deer 

populations will continue to increase to undesirable levels. 
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Table 1. Public land harvest through 31 December 2025 

 

Table 2. Harvest by county through 31 December 2025 
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Fig 6. Historic Harvest by Weapon 2016-2025
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Figure 7. Harvest by county through 31 December 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 8. Female Harvest Goal Progress through 31 December 2025 

  



Table 3. Female harvest goal progress through 31 December 2025 

 


