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Summary 

Despite the uncomfortably hot weather for most of September and with the help of the 4-day 

Antlerless Firearms Season in 21 CWD Zone counties, Kentucky hunters harvested a record 

8,448 deer in the first month of the season. This year’s harvest bested last year’s record 

September by more than 300 deer (8,141) and was 1,623 deer higher than the 10-year average 

(6,825; Figure 1). Over 7,400 hunters found success early this season with a record 777 (10.4%) 

hunters harvesting at least two deer. 

Of the 8,448 deer reported harvested during September, fifty-four percent of them were female 

(4,571), 44% were antlered bucks (3,679), and the remaining 2% were buck fawns (Figure 2). 

This proportion is typical of the early season with a high number of hunters choosing to conduct 

doe management prior to the rut.  Of the antlered bucks harvested during September, 88% of 

them were 2.5 years old or older (3,250; Figure 3). 

The percentage of deer harvested by nonresidents is typically higher in September due to 

Kentucky’s season opening earlier than many of its neighbors. Twenty-seven percent of the 

opening weekend’s harvest was from nonresident archery hunters, but that proportion dropped to 

16% through the month of September. This is 4% lower than in the 2025 season and 3% lower 

than the 5-year average for the month (19%; Figure 4). 

Nearly all public hunting areas across the Commonwealth are open to archery and crossbow 

hunting during the month of September, and Kentucky hunters took full advantage of the public 

land opportunities statewide this year.  Eighty different public hunting areas saw at least one deer 

harvested during the month of September with a total statewide harvest of 539 deer (6% of the 

harvest). The state-maintained Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) that have been the most 

productive so far this season are Yellowbank (31), Big Rivers (29), Green River Lake (28), Lake 

Cumberland (25), and Taylorsville Lake (24) WMAs (Table 2). 

Regionally, the Southeast Region saw the most deer harvested in the month of September for the 

first time on record.  The Southeast harvested 2,126 deer (25% of statewide harvest), followed by 

the Bluegrass (2,023; 24%), Green River (1,996; 24%), Northeast (1,443; 17%), and Purchase 

(860; 10%). Breckinridge County is currently leading all other counties with 254 deer harvested 

during September, followed by Hardin (243), Pike (219), Pulaski (214), Laurel (190) and 

Washington (158) counties (Table 2; Figure 5).  

 

 



Opening Weekend 

In the first three days of Kentucky’s archery season, high temperatures across the 

Commonwealth averaged nearly 96 degrees and topped triple digits in several areas. Despite this, 

Kentucky hunters braved the elements to harvest 1,980 deer to start the season.  This is down 

from two years of record-breaking opening weekends of over 3,000 deer in 2024 and 2025, 

respectively. Sixty-four percent of harvested deer were antlered bucks (1,264) and 91% of them 

were 2.5 years old or older (1,152), while 36% were females (704). Only 1,904 hunters were 

successful in harvesting a deer during the first three days of the 2026 season, down from 2,304 in 

2025 but surely correlated to the nearly 20-degree swing in average temperature from last year. 

Special CWD Antlerless Season 

Under Commissioner’s Authority, hunters in Zone 1-3 counties inside a CWD Surveillance Zone 

(21 of 23 CWD SZ counties) had the opportunity to harvest antlerless deer with a firearm during 

a 4-day Special Antlerless Season that ran from September 25 – 28, 2026.  This special season 

was developed by KDFWR’s CWD Working Group in an effort to increase antlerless harvest and 

obtain additional CWD samples for surveillance early in the season.  This time of the year was 

chosen because it has historically been the least likely time of the season that hunters harvest 

antlered bucks. In the four-day season this year, hunters in those 21 counties harvested a total of 

1,294 deer with 92% of them being female deer (1,191) and the rest buck fawns. 

Four of the 21 counties participating in this season harvested over 100 deer (Breckinridge, 

Hardin, Graves, and Pulaski), with Breckinridge County harvesting as many deer as the entire 

Henderson-Union-Webster region (164; Table 1). Over 1,000 samples were tested for CWD with 

compliance rates ranging from 75% to 91% in different areas of the state. 

Antlerless Harvest Goals 

Deer managers across an increasing amount of the whitetail’s range are calling on hunters, as the 

managers of the species, to harvest more antlerless deer in an effort to balance deer populations 

that have exceeded, reached, or are on the cusp of reaching, biologic and social carrying capacity. 

However, deer managers seldom tell hunters how many antlerless deer can and should be 

harvested to create a healthier, more robust, quality deer herd. Beginning in the 2025-2026 

season, the KDFWR introduced antlerless harvest goals for all Zone 1 and 2 counties, where deer 

populations are at or approaching overabundance. The primary goal of this was to reduce 

population where applicable (e.g., Zone 1 counties) and maintain others where deer are at more 

appropriate levels (e.g., Zone 2). Only one county, Simpson, met the goal that the KDFWR set 

for it during the 2025-2026 season.  

To maintain a deer population at the current level, hunters must harvest approximately 20% of 

the standing crop of females. To reduce a population to a more balanced level, hunters need to 

harvest >30% of the standing crop of females. In Kentucky, we generally harvest about 15% of 

the female standing crop in Zone 1 and 2 counties, which is insufficient in adequately managing 



the population. Goals for each county are established by shooting to harvest 30% of the 

estimated adult standing crop of female deer. County progress through September is found in 

Figure 6 and Table 4 below. 

 



County Harvest County Harvest County Harvest 

Ballard 12 Breckinridge 164 Casey 45 

Calloway 73 Hardin 140 Laurel 88 

Carlisle 20 Meade 58 Lincoln 78 

Fulton 14 Subtotal 362 Pulaski 109 

Graves 101     Rockcastle 55 

Hickman 26 Henderson 40 Russell 33 

Marshall 60 Union 37 Wayne 34 

McCracken 20 Webster 87 Subtotal 442 

Subtotal 326 Subtotal 164 Grand Total 1294 
Table 1. County harvest during the four-day 2026 Special CWD Antlerless Season September 25-28. 

 

Table 2. Harvest by public hunting area, September 2026 

 

Table 3. Total Harvest by County, September 2026. Blue = Bluegrass Region, Green = Green River, Orange = Purchase, 
Yellow = Northeast, Purple = Southeast. 



  

  



  



Table 4. 2026-2027 Antlerless Harvest Goals and Progress Through September 2026. 

 


