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DEER Early Season Late Season

Archery
Sept. 7, 2024 - Jan. 20, 2025

Youth/Senior Crossbow

Crossbow Sept. 21, 2024 - Jan. 20, 2025

Youth-only Gun Oct. 12-13, 2024

Muzzleloader Oct. 19-20, 2024 Dec. 14-22, 2024

Modern Gun Nov. 9-24, 2024

Free Youth Weekend Dec. 28-29, 2024

DEER HUNTING

DEER BAG LIMITS
Only one antlered deer may be harvested statewide, 

regardless of zone or method.

ZONE 1
A hunter may harvest an unlimited number of 
antlerless deer in Zone 1 using the statewide 
deer permit and additional deer permits.  

ZONE 2
A hunter may harvest no more than four deer 
in Zone 2.

ZONE 3
A hunter may harvest no more than four deer 
in Zone 3. A firearm or air gun cannot be 
used to take more than one antlerless deer.

ZONE 4

A hunter may harvest no more than two 
deer in Zone 4. Only one can be antlerless. 
Antlerless deer cannot be harvested 
during the modern gun season, the early 
muzzleloader season or the first six days of 
the late muzzleloader season. The statewide 
bag limit of one antlered deer still applies.

GENERAL INFORMATION

• The statewide deer permit and youth deer permit 
allow for the harvest of up to four deer. Hunters 
may take up to one antlered deer and three antler-
less deer, or four antlerless deer using the state-
wide deer permit.

• A hunter may take as many deer as allowed in each 
zone. In order to take more than four deer state-
wide, an additional deer permit must be purchased. 

• Each additional deer permit allows a hunter to take 
up to two additional deer. Zone bag limits apply. Us-
ing an additional deer permit, a hunter who did not 
harvest an antlered deer using a statewide or youth 
deer permit can take either: one antlered deer and 
up to one antlerless deer; or two antlerless deer. 

• Shooting hours are 30 minutes before sunrise to 30 
minutes after sunset.

• Hunters must claim any deer they harvest as their 
own.

2024-25 DEER HUNTING ZONES and SEASONS
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BAG LIMITS
Bag limits and harvest restrictions 

apply to all hunters. There is no daily 
bag limit on deer. A person may take 
no more than one (1) deer with visible 
antlers, excluding male fawns (button 
bucks). However, on some federally 
controlled areas, including Reelfoot Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, Fort Campbell 
and Fort Knox military reservations and 
Blue Grass Army Depot, a bonus ant-
lered deer may be taken, as determined 
by the governing agency for each area.

CHECKING and TAGGING
All deer must be telechecked. 

Hunters must call 1-800-245-4263 or 
complete the online check-in process at 
fw.ky.gov. See the “Recording, Check-
ing, Tagging and Transporting” portion 
of this guide’s “General Information” 
section for full details.

If the hide or head is removed be-
fore the harvested deer is checked in – 
to quarter the animal, for example – it 
is necessary to demonstrate proof of sex 
by retaining the head or keeping the 
genitalia attached to the carcass. In such 
cases, it is still necessary to fill out the 
harvest log immediately after harvest 
and telecheck the animal before mid-
night on the day the deer is harvested 
or recovered.

A carcass tag is required if a har-
vested deer leaves the hunter’s posses-
sion for any reason.

STATEWIDE DEER PERMIT
All deer hunters ages 16 and older, 

unless license exempt, must first buy 

Carry proof
Hunters who buy their license or 
permit by phone or internet must 
carry while hunting: a picture ID 
and proof of purchase (an authoriza-
tion number, paper license or com-
puter print out). Paper licenses/per-
mits must be signed and all informa-
tion completed before hunting.

CHRONIC WASTING 
DISEASE

HUNTING EQUIPMENT 
RESTRICTIONS

MODERN GUN SEASON
During modern gun deer season, 

hunters may hunt with any centerfire 
rifle or pistol, including air guns of .35 
caliber or larger charged by an external 
tank, muzzleloaders, and archery and 
crossbow equipment, and must follow 
season restrictions, zone guidelines and 
other hunting requirements.

All hunters, including archery and 
crossbow hunters, and persons accompa-

nying hunters, must wear hunter orange 
clothing during modern gun season.

Persons ages 15 and younger hunt-
ing deer with a firearm must be accom-
panied by an adult who shall be in a po-
sition to take immediate control of the 
youth’s firearm at all times.

ARCHERY SEASON
Hunters using archery equipment 

during a deer, elk or bear firearms sea-

and carry proof of purchasing an annual 
hunting license and a statewide deer 
permit while deer hunting. The permit 
allows a hunter to take four deer: one 
antlered and three antlerless, or four 
antlerless. It does not matter if the ant-
lered or antlerless deer is taken first.

ADDITIONAL DEER PERMIT
To take more than four deer, an ad-

ditional deer permit must be purchased. 
The additional deer permit is valid for 
deer of either sex. The additional deer 
permit allows a hunter to take up to two 
additional deer beyond those allowed 
by the statewide permit in the follow-
ing combinations: one antlered and one 
antlerless, or two antlerless. Regardless 
of what permit a deer hunter carries, the 
statewide season limit for antlered deer 
is one per hunter. The additional deer 
permit is not valid unless the hunter 
has first purchased an annual hunting 
license and statewide deer permit and is 
able to show proof of that in the field. A 
statewide or additional deer permit may 
be used on public and private land, and 
during some quota hunts.

son must follow all firearms deer season 
restrictions, zone guidelines and other 
hunting requirements, and must wear 
hunter orange clothing. The only ex-
ception is on state-owned or managed 
WMAs where firearms hunting for deer 
or elk is prohibited. 

CROSSBOW SEASON
Hunters using crossbows during a 

deer, elk or bear firearms season must 

Antler traps
Devices designed to entangle or trap 
the antlers of a deer cannot be used.

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is 
fatal to white-tailed deer, elk and 
other members of the deer family. 
CWD was detected in Ballard 
County in December 2023.

STATEWIDE CARCASS 
IMPORTATION RESTRICTIONS

It is illegal to bring whole car-
casses or parts containing brain 
material of any member of the 
deer family into Kentucky from 
outside the state. Hunters can only 
bring back the following: deboned 
meat, antlers, antlers attached to 
clean skull cap, clean skulls, clean 
teeth, hides and finished taxidermy 
products.

GET INVOLVED

Hunters can get their Kentucky-
harvested deer tested for CWD 
during the season by:
• Dropping off deer heads at a 

CWD Sample Drop-off site (see 
page 14). Heads may be caped 
out or skull capped, but must 
include 5 inches of neck.

• Contacting a local biologist by 
calling 1-800-858-1549.

• Participating in the “DIY” CWD 
mail-in kit pilot program. Visit 
fw.ky.gov/CWD for more infor-
mation.

Updated news regarding CWD can 
be found at fw.ky.gov/CWD.

https://fw.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://fw.ky.gov/Wildlife/Pages/Chronic-Wasting-Disease.aspx
https://fw.ky.gov/Wildlife/Pages/Chronic-Wasting-Disease.aspx
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Scopes are allowed on all hunt-
ing equipment (used for statewide 
seasons). 

MODERN GUN EQUIPMENT
• Any caliber centerfire rifle or 

centerfire handgun.
• Rifle, handgun or shotgun maga-

zines may not be capable of hold-
ing more than 10 rounds.

• Rifles or handguns may not be 
fully automatic (capable of firing 
more than one round with one 
trigger pull).

• Full metal jacketed or tracer bul-
let ammunition is prohibited.

• Shotguns, no larger than 
10-gauge, shooting slug ammuni-
tion only (includes saboted bullets). 

• Muzzle-loading rifles, handguns, 
or shotguns shooting round balls, 
conical bullets, or saboted bullets.

• Air guns of .35 caliber or larger 
charged by an external tank, shoot-
ing single projectile ammunition 
designed to expand upon impact.

ARCHERY EQUIPMENT 
• Longbows, recurves and com-

pound bows of any draw weight 
(no minimum).

LEGAL DEER HUNTING EQUIPMENT

• Wood, carbon or metal arrows, 
but arrows may not be chemically 
treated.

• Fixed blade or mechanical broad-
heads at least 7/8” wide (when 
blades extended), but broadheads 
may not be chemically treated.

CROSSBOW EQUIPMENT 
• Crossbows of any draw weight (no 

minimum), with a working safety.
• Wood, carbon or metal arrows 

(bolts), but arrows (bolts) may not 
be chemically treated.

• Fixed blade or mechanical broad-
heads at least 7/8” (when blades 
extended), but broadheads may 
not be chemically treated.

MUZZLELOADING EQUIPMENT 
• Muzzle-loading rifles or handguns 

of any caliber, shooting round 
balls, conical bullets or saboted 
bullets.

• Muzzle-loading firearms equipped 
with open sights or telescopic 
sights (scopes).

• Muzzle-loading shotguns no larger 
than 10-gauge, shooting round 
balls, conical bullets or saboted 
bullets.

YOUTH DEER HUNTING

Hunter orange required!
Hunters and people accompany-
ing them must wear solid, unbro-
ken hunter orange color visible from 
all sides on the head, back and chest 
when hunting for any species dur-
ing modern gun, muzzleloader and 
youth gun deer seasons, or a firearm 
elk or firearm bear season. However, 
hunter orange is not required when 
hunting waterfowl or doves dur-
ing a gun deer, elk or bear season, 
or when hunting furbearers at night 
during a legal furbearer season.

YOUTH DEER HUNTING
Youths may hunt deer during any 

open season, including two special deer sea-
sons for resident and nonresident hunters 
who have not reached their 16th birthday. 

Adults accompanying youth deer 
hunters during either of these hunts may 
not use firearms to take deer.

Adults accompanying youth hunt-
ers are not required to possess a hunt-
ing license or deer permit if the adult is 
not deer hunting, but by law, the hunter 
and the accompanying adults must wear 
hunter orange clothing.

YOUTH-ONLY GUN SEASON/ FREE 
YOUTH DEER HUNTING WEEKEND 

The first special youth deer season 
is on the second weekend of October. 
Youth hunters may take deer with fire-

arms, or any other legal method, state-
wide. During the October youth-only 
firearms season, the appropriate hunt-
ing license and deer permits are required 
for hunters ages 12-15. Youth hunters 
younger than age 12 are not required to 
have a hunting license or deer permit. 
On the first weekend following Christ-
mas, resident and nonresident youth 15 
years of age and younger, who are ac-
companied by an adult, are eligible to 
participate in the free youth weekend. 
Youth hunters may hunt deer with fire-
arms, or any other legal method, state-
wide without a hunting license or deer 
permit. During these seasons, youth 
hunters may harvest antlered or antler-
less deer regardless of zone but must still 
abide by all bag limits and other deer 
hunting requirements.

follow all firearms deer season restric-
tions, zone guidelines and other hunting 
requirements, and must wear hunter or-
ange clothing. The only exception is on 
state-owned or managed WMAs where 
firearms hunting for deer or elk is pro-
hibited. A legal resident hunter age 65 
years or older and a youth hunter age 15 
or younger may hunt deer with a cross-
bow from the first Saturday in Septem-
ber through the third Monday in January. 

MUZZLELOADER SEASON
Muzzleloaders, archery and cross-

bow equipment may be used during this 
season. All hunters must comply with 
the hunter orange clothing law. Youths 
ages 15 and younger hunting deer with 
a muzzleloader must be accompanied by 
an adult who shall remain able and in 
a position to take immediate control of 
the youth’s muzzleloader at all times.

TREE STANDS
Construction and use of tree stands 

on private lands is regulated by land-
owners.

SUBMIT IMAGES OF YOUR 
DEER’S JAW BONE FOR 
AGING

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife 
would like to age your harvested 
female deer. Visit the webpage 
“Deer Hunting” at fw.ky.gov/
Hunt/Pages/Deer.aspx for more 
information.

http://fw.ky.gov/Hunt/Pages/Deer.aspx
http://fw.ky.gov/Hunt/Pages/Deer.aspx


13

D
E

E
R

 H
U

N
T

IN
G

CWD CHECK STATION INFORMATION

SPECIAL DEER REGULATIONS  
affecting Ballard, Breckinridge, Calloway, Carlisle, Fulton, Graves, Hardin, 
Hickman, Marshall McCracken and Meade counties

MANDATORY CWD  
CHECK STATIONS

All deer harvested within the 
CWD Surveillance Zone With Manda-
tory Check Stations (Ballard, Carlisle, 
Calloway, Fulton, Graves, Hickman, 
Marshall and McCracken counties) on 
Nov 9-11, Nov 16-17 and Nov 23-24 
(all weekends of modern gun season) 
must be submitted for testing. Hunters 
may take their deer to a staffed check 
station or leave a head or sample at a 
Sample Drop-off Site. 

This requirement applies to all 
hunters harvesting deer within the 
CWD Surveillance Zone With Man-
datory Check Stations by any method. 
This includes landowners hunting on 
their own property, youth hunters or any 
license-exempt hunter. Sampling is re-
quired during these dates even if a deer 
is given to others by a hunter. All deer 
must be telechecked before coming to a 
check station or sample site. 

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife also 
provides freezers for sample drop-off 

at multiple locations throughout the 
state. Hunters who take a deer within 
a Surveillance Zone must use freezers 
within the zones. Hunters who harvest 
deer outside of the surveillance zones 
may drop off a deer head at any CWD 
Sample Drop-off Site. Instructions for 
leaving samples are included at each site. 
Freezers are available day or night, ev-
ery day of the week. Testing for CWD 
is free.

CWD SURVEILLANCE ZONE WITH 
MANDATORY CHECK STATIONS
• Ballard, Carlisle, Calloway, Fulton, 

Graves, Hickman, Marshall and Mc-
Cracken counties.

• All deer harvested within this CWD 
Surveillance Zone on Nov 9-11, Nov 
16-17 and Nov 23-24 (all weekends of 
modern gun season) must be brought 
to a CWD check station or submitted 
for sampling. Testing is free.

• No deer baiting allowed.
• No change to deer seasons or bag limits.
• Only hides, deboned meat or antlered 

skull caps without tissue may be taken 
outside of the zone.

• Kentucky Fish and Wildlife will no-
tify participants if samples test posi-
tive for CWD.

CWD SURVEILLANCE ZONE 
WITHOUT MANDATORY CHECK 
STATIONS
• Breckinridge, Hardin and Meade 

counties.
• Deer harvested within this CWD 

Surveillance Zone do not have to be 
brought to a check station. Hunters 

Ballard
McCracken

Carlisle

Hickman

Fulton

Graves

Calloway

Marshall

Hardin
Breckinridge

Meade

are encouraged to submit samples for 
free testing.

• Visit a CWD Sample Drop-off site 
(see page 14 for list) to submit a sam-
ple any time deer season is open.

• Kentucky Fish and Wildlife will no-
tify participants if a submitted sample 
tests positive for CWD.

• No deer baiting allowed.
• No changes to deer seasons or bag 

limits.
• Only hides, deboned meat or antlered 

skull caps without tissue may be taken 
outside of the zone.

ZONE WITH 
MANDATORY 

CHECK STATIONS

ZONE 
WITHOUT 

MANDATORY 
CHECK 

STATIONS

Kentucky has established two surveillance zones to 
monitor for the presence of Chronic Wasting Disease, or 
CWD. These are located in western Kentucky and north-
central Kentucky. Special regulations apply to both zones. 

CWD is fatal to white-tailed deer, elk and other 
members of the deer family. 
Surveillance zones were es-
tablished in an effort to 
limit the spread of this 
disease.
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County Location Name/Address City

Ballard Ballard Co. Extension Office, 110 Broadway LaCenter
Ballard Ballard Co. Sheriff’s Office, 1718 Barlow Rd. Wickcliffe
Barren KDFWR Barren River Office, 1457 South Lucas Rd. Lucas
Bell Rose Taxidermy, 7 Ennismore Dr. Middlesboro
Boone Boone Co. Extension Office, 6028 Camp Ernst Rd. Burlington
Breckinridge Yellowbank WMA Office, Grady-Frymire Spur Rd. Stephensport
Breckinridge UK Extension Office, 1377 South Hwy 261 Hardinsburg
Breckinridge Custer General Store, 6058 KY 86 Custer
Breckinridge Irvington Fire Dept., 216 1st Street Irvington
Breckinridge Axtel Boat Ramp, U.S. Corps of Engineers KY 79 McDaniels
Calloway KDFWR Murray Office, 30 Scenic Acres Dr. Murray
Calloway First Choice Firearms, 1205 Stadium View Dr. Murray
Calloway Hazel Fire Dept., 215 Main St. Hazel
Carlisle Carlisle Co. Extension Office, 65 John Roberts Dr. Bardwell
Clinton Junction Station LLC, 65 KY 90 E Albany
Cumberland Cumberland Co. Extension Office, 90 Smith Grove Rd. Burkesville
Daviess Triple B Archery, 1915 West 7th St. Owensboro
Floyd Copperhead Gun and Range, 469 US 23 Prestonsburg
Franklin KY Dept. Fish & Wildlife Resources, 1 Sportsman's Ln. Frankfort
Fulton Fulton Co. Extension Office, 2114 S 7th St. Hickman
Gallatin Gallatin Co. Extension Office, 395 U.S. 42 Warsaw
Grant Curtis Gates Lloyd WMA Office, 230 Gardnersville Rd. Crittenden
Graves Graves Co. Extension Office, 4200 U.S. 45 Mayfield
Graves Patriot Ag LLC, 400 Crittenden Ln. Mayfield
Graves Sedalia Fire Dept., 5414 KY 97 Sedalia
Graves Walking Humbly Outdoor Adventures, 15030 U.S. 45 Water Valley
Hardin UK Extension Office, 111 Opportunity Way Elizabethtown
Harlan Harlan Co. Extension Office, 519 South Main St. Harlan
Hickman Hickman Co. Extension Office, 329 James H. Phillips Dr. Clinton
Jessamine Bluegrass Sportsmen’s League, 1100 Handy’s Bend Rd. Wilmore
Knox Parkway Monument, 4528 North U.S. 25E Gray
Laurel Kentucky Outdoorsman, 8833 U.S. 25 Corbin
Leslie Tyler Smith Taxidermy, 6075 Dryhill Rd. Hyden
Leslie Wilson's Taxidermy, 2286 Polls Creek Rd. Smilax
Letcher Whitesburg Fire Dept., 38 East Main St. Whitesburg
Marshall Clarks River National Wildlife Refuge, 91 U.S. 641 N Benton
Martin Evans Hardware, 631 Main St. Inez
McCracken McCracken Co. Extension Office, 2025 New Holt Rd. Paducah
McCracken Paducah Shooter Supply, 3919 Cairo Rd. Paducah
McCracken West KY WMA Office, 10535 Ogden Landing Rd. Kevil
McCreary Big South Fork Outdoors, 45 Job Corp Rd. Pine Knot
McLean KDFWR Calhoun Regional Office, 1398 KY 81 Central City
Meade Flaherty Tractor Company, 3790 Flaherty Rd. Flaherty
Meade UK Extension Office, 1041 Ekron Rd. Brandenburg

Meade Otter Creek Outdoor Recreation Area, 850 Otter 
Creek Park Rd Brandenburg

Metcalfe Critter Creations Taxidermy, 954 Harvey White 
Cemetery Rd. 

Summer 
Shade

Muhlenberg Uncle Lee's, 820 Main St. Greenville
Nelson Kentucky Gun Co. (KYGUNCO), 401 Glenwood Dr. Bardstown
Nicholas Blue Licks State Park, 10299 Maysville Rd. Carlisle
Pike Nonnie Pops General Store, 53 Rockhouse Rd. Pikeville
Pike Phelps Volunteer Fire Dept., 12812 Phelps 632 Rd. Phelps
Rowan Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, 120 Fish Hatchery Rd. Morehead
Union Higginson Henry WMA, 6640 KY 56 E Morganfield
Warren KDFWR Green River Regional Office, 970 Bennett Ln. Bowling Green
Whitley Good Steward Forestry, 133 Tom Taylor Rd. Corbin
Whitley Ballew Bayou Butchers, 631 Oak Ridge Church Rd. Williamsburg
Woodford USDA NRCS Versailles Service Office, 184 Beasley Rd. Versailles

CHOOSE YOUR 
PREFERRED 
MANDATORY  

CHECK STATION

VISITING A STAFFED  
CWD CHECK STATION

CWD Check Stations in western 
Kentucky will be staffed from 
9 a.m. – 7 p.m. (Central) on Nov. 
9-11, Nov. 16-17 and Nov. 23-24. 
• What do you bring? The head of 

the deer, an intact deer carcass 
or a field-dressed deer. 

• What do you need to provide? 
Telecheck and licensing informa-
tion, an approximate harvest 
location and the name of taxider-
mist or processor (if applicable).

VISITING A CWD SAMPLE  
DROP-OFF SITE

See list at right for locations. CWD 
Sample Drop-off sites are self-
service only.
• What can you drop off? The 

head with at least 5 inches of 
neck attached. Remove antlers 
from bucks. Heads that have been 
caped and skull capped may be 
submitted. Instructions, bags 
and tags are located at each site. 
Deer parts dropped at freezers 
are not returned; visit a staffed 
check station instead if you wish 
to keep them.

• What do you need to provide? 
Telecheck and licensing informa-
tion, approximate harvest location 
and hunter contact information.

• What should you keep? Retain 
the tear-off portion of your freez-
er tag for proof that you checked 
the deer.

CWD SAMPLING AVAILABLE 
OUTSIDE SURVEILLANCE 
ZONES

Visit a CWD Sample Drop-off 
site (see list at right) to submit 
a sample any time deer season is 
open. Do-It-Yourself CWD mail-in 
kits are also available for sample 
submission from any county. Go 
online to fw.ky.gov/CWD for more 
information.

https://fw.ky.gov/Wildlife/Pages/Chronic-Wasting-Disease.aspx
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DEER BAITING and  
WILDLIFE FEEDING
Applies to all CWD Surveillance Zone 
counties

 Prohibited: Grain, feed, mineral 
blocks, salt blocks and other baits for deer.

 Allowed: Bird feeders in yards, planted 
food plots, normal agricultural practices 
such as mineral blocks or feed for cattle, 
scent attractors and deer urine products.

CARCASS TRANSPORTATION 
RESTRICTIONS
What may be taken outside of the  
CWD Surveillance Zone

 Prohibited: Whole carcasses, high-
risk parts including head, intact skull or 

skull cap with brain material, or spine. 
 Allowed: Deboned meat, antlers, 

antlers attached to clean skull cap, clean 
skulls, clean teeth, hides and finished 
taxidermy products.

 Allowed: Carcasses of Kentucky deer 
harvested outside of a CWD Surveil-
lance Zone may be brought into a CWD 
Surveillance Zone. Deer carcasses from 
outside of the state cannot be brought 
into Kentucky.  

STATEWIDE CARCASS 
IMPORTATION RESTRICTIONS

It is illegal to bring whole carcasses 
or high-risk parts (head, intact skull or 
skull cap with any brain material, or 
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Need more 
information?
• Visit fw.ky.gov/CWD
• Call 1-800-858-1549 

from 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
(Eastern) weekdays

• Email: info.center@ky.gov

spine) of any member of the deer family 
(deer, elk, moose, or caribou, etc.) into 
Kentucky from other U.S. states or Ca-
nadian provinces.

DOES CWD INFECT PEOPLE?
The Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) states there is 
no evidence to suggest that CWD can 
infect people. To date, there have been 
no reported cases of CWD infection in 
humans. Out of an abundance of cau-
tion, the CDC recommends that people 
do not consume meat from an animal 
that appears sick or has tested positive 
for CWD.

CWD CHECK STATION LOCATIONS
B1 Ballard Ballard Co. Extension Office, 110 Broadway LaCenter
C5 Calloway First Choice Firearms, 1205 Stadium View Dr. Murray

CA1 Carlisle Carlisle Co. Extension Office, 65 John Roberts Dr. Bardwell
F1 Fulton Fulton Co. Extension Office, 2114 7th Street Hickman
G1 Graves Burnett's Deer Processing, 1580 Penny Corner Rd. Melber
G3 Graves Patriot Ag LLC, 400 Crittendon Ln. Mayfield
G5 Graves Southern Reds BBQ, 5085 KY 94 West Water Valley
G6 Graves Dowdy's Taxidermy, 1461 Baltimore Church Rd. Mayfield
H1 Hickman Hickman Co. Extension Office, 329 James H Phillips Dr. Clinton
M2 Marshall Clarks River NWR, 91 U.S. 641 N Benton

MC1 McCracken McCracken Co. Extension Office, 2025 New Holt Rd. Paducah

https://fw.ky.gov/Wildlife/Pages/Chronic-Wasting-Disease.aspx
mailto:info.center%40ky.gov?subject=


1. Submit Samples  
Drop off deer heads at CWD 
Sample Drop-off sites or use CWD 
Sample Mail-in Kits to submit lymph 
nodes for CWD testing.

2. Enter to Win
Each sample submitted until 
Jan. 20, 2025 = 1 entry!

3. Win Prizes
5 lucky winners will take 
home a fantastic prize!

Scan or visit 
fw.ky.gov to 
learn more

DEER HUNTERS:
ENTER TO WIN!
Take your shot against Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) 
and enter the Shoot for Samples Giveaway! 
 

Sponsors:
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HOW TO GET ON NEXT YEAR’S TOP DEER LIST
To be eligible for next year’s list a hunter must take 

a white-tailed deer in Kentucky this season that officially 
net scores 160 or higher typical, or net scores 185 or higher 
non-typical, as determined by the Boone and Crockett 
scoring system. Velvet deer scored under Pope and Young 
Club system must meet these minimums for list inclusion.  

No later than May 1, send the completed and signed 
score sheet with a photo to Kentucky Hunting & Trapping 
Guide, #1 Sportsman’s Lane, Frankfort, KY 40601. Include 
the county in which the deer was taken, and the equipment 
used to harvest the deer. Please send a copy as score sheets 
and photos will not be returned. Emailed submissions to 
info.center@ky.gov also will be accepted. To get a list of of-
ficial Boone and Crockett Club scorers in Kentucky visit: 
www.boone-crockett.org. 

Lists only include Kentucky-harvested bucks reported to Kentucky 
Fish and Wildlife.

KENTUCKY’S  
TOP BUCKS

BOONE & CROCKETT / POPE & YOUNG
2023 SEASON - NON-TYPICAL

SCORE Hunter County Method

214 3/8 Robert L. Farris Henderson Crossbow

207 7/8 Kaylee M. Rogers Nelson Modern Gun

205 Ray D. Chaney Rockcastle Modern Gun

194 7/8 Ryan Ederer Grant Archery

194
(velvet)

Brandon Epperson Grant Archery

192 1/8 James A. Link Lawrence Modern Gun

191 2/8 
(velvet)

Steve M. McMichael Ohio Archery

189 5/8 Richard Soyk Todd Modern Gun

187 3/8 Jeff Cornett Owen Modern Gun

187 2/8 Jeff Deberry Breckinridge Modern Gun

185 6/8 Joey Porter Grayson Modern Gun

185 5/8 William C. Payton Trimble Archery

185 3/8 Robert Ervin Crittenden Archery

.  BOONE & CROCKETT / POPE & YOUNG
2023 SEASON - TYPICAL

SCORE Hunter County Method

183 6/8 Terry G. Allen Marion Modern Gun

180 3/8 Neil Raizor Shelby Archery

180 2/8 Robert Byler Anderson Modern Gun

177 6/8 Eddie Todd Rockcastle Muzzleloader

176 2/8 Tanner Harp Hardin Modern Gun

174 3/8 Walter L. Davis Clark Archery

173 2/8 Justin P. Neace Breathitt Muzzleloader

172    Jamie Davis Fayette Archery

170 5/8 Timothy D. Fox Jr. Lee Modern Gun

169 2/8 
(velvet)

Austin Waters Hardin Archery

167 7/8 Dylan W. Hill Woodford Modern Gun

167 5/8 William Hale Wayne Crossbow

167 3/8 John L. Starks Christian Modern Gun

167    Josh Durbin Meade Modern Gun

166 6/8 
(velvet)

Bobby Wales Hardin Archery

166 5/8 Stephen Roark Bracken Archery

165 1/8 James Clayton Smith Marion Archery

164 4/8 Isaac Brown Robertson Archery

163 5/8 
(velvet)

Travis Mays Clark Archery

162 2/8 
(velvet)

Donnie Stinson Wayne Archery

161 3/8 John H. Miller Hart Modern Gun

160 4/8 Howard Gleason Hardin Modern Gun

207 7/8 
Kaylee M. Rogers

Nelson County
Non-typical
Modern Gun

mailto:info.center%40ky.gov?subject=

