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HD Update in Kentucky Wildlife 
Kentucky Fish and Wildlife’s Wildlife Health 
Program monitored the occurrence of Hemorrhagic 
Disease (HD) during the summer and fall of 2025. 
As of December 31, 2025, KDFWR had received 
>900 reports from the public, documenting ~1750 
suspect cases in white-tailed deer and confirming 
cases of HD in 31 counties. 
Hemorrhagic disease refers to an infection caused 
by a group of viruses in the genus Orbivirus. In 
Kentucky, HD primarily affects white-tailed deer but 
can infect elk as well. It is transmitted by a biting 
midge (Culicoides spp.) that breed in the moist, 
muddy areas near wetlands, water bodies, 
agricultural areas, etc. There are two viruses that can 
cause HD: epizootic hemorrhagic disease virus 
(EHDV) and bluetongue virus (BTV). Most of the 
cases documented in Kentucky's wild deer are 
caused by EHDV, with a few detections of BTV in 
previous years. In 2025, several different serotypes 
were identified from positive samples, including 
EHDV-1 (n=1), EHDV-2 (n=15), and EHDV-6 (n=11). 
EHDV-2 is the most common serotype seen in 
Kentucky, followed by EHDV-6. 
Hemorrhagic disease symptoms include 
depression, lethargy, fever, difficulty breathing, 
nasal discharge, and swelling of the neck, head, 
tongue and eyelids. As the disease becomes more 

severe, internal hemorrhaging may occur; this can 
lead to internal organ damage and eventual death. 
Deer infected with HD are often found in or near 
bodies of water like rivers, streams and ponds as 
deer to seek relief from symptoms such as fever and 
dehydration.  
Prevention and treatment options for HD are very 
limited and not viable options for wild deer 
populations. However, some deer can survive HD 
infections and develop natural immunity for the 
serotype they were exposed to. While HD outbreaks 
are concerning because they can result in very visible, 
localized mortality events, deer populations typically 
recover quickly without long-term population 
declines. 

Suspected cases of HD can be reported to 
the Kentucky Department of Fish and 

Wildlife Resources by calling the Information 

Center at 1-800-858-1549 from 8 a.m. to 4:30 

p.m. (Eastern) on weekdays or submitted 

online. 



https://fw.ky.gov/Hunt/Documents/Furbearer-Health-StudyFlyer.pdf
https://fw.ky.gov/Wildlife/Pages/Report-Wildlife-Disease.aspx
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Throughout the fall and winter, the Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources has 
received steady reports of wild birds exhibiting 
symptoms of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
(HPAI). When possible, fresh specimens were 
promptly collected and sent to a regional laboratory 
for testing. Following an initial detection, samples 
from a presumptive positive are sent to the National 
Veterinary Services Laboratory (NVSL) for 

confirmation. Since September 2025, HPAI has been 
detected in wild waterfowl, raptors, and even 
backyard flocks of domestic poultry. However, there 
have been no detections in wild mammals, as 
opposed to last year’s positive in a raccoon in 
northern Kentucky. Currently, detections are mainly 
clustered around north-central and western 
Kentucky. 

Fall & Winter HPAI Detections 

Chronic Wasting Disease in Pulaski County 
In late October 2025, the Kentucky Department 

of Fish and Wildlife Resources detected a 
second case of Chronic Wasting Disease, this 
time from a 2.5-year-old harvested in Pulaski 
County, Kentucky. As required by KDFWR's 

CWD Response Plan, a public meeting was held 
in Somerset on November 18, 2025 to discuss 

this detection with the public and provide 
information about the establishing of a 

surveillance zone, regulations, and testing 
options. During it's quarterly meeting in 

December 2025, the Kentucky Fish and WIldlife 
Commission approved a CWD Surveillance 

Zone expansion, adding Casey, Laurel, Lincoln, 
McCreary, Pulaski, Rockcastle, Russell, Wayne 
and Whitley counties. This surveillance zone 

limits carcass transport and bans both baiitng 
and rehabilitating deer in the aforementioned 

counties. 

Following this detection, KDFWR significantly 
increased surveillance in wild deer in these nine 

counties. KDFWR staff worked diligently to 
collect samples from an increased number of 

hunter-harvested white-tailed deer with the help 
of taxidermist and processor partners in the 
region and at four voluntary check stations 

during modern gun season. 



https://doi.org/10.2478


https://www.agfc.com/hunting/deer/chronic-wasting-disease/cwd-research-and-resources/
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Through the Wildlife Health Program, Kentucky Fish and 

Wildlife is dedicated to safeguarding the health of Kentucky’s 

wildlife and fostering resilient ecosystems that support the 

well-being of both wildlife and people for generations to come. 


